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DIZZY: The Life and Nature of 


Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield 
HESKETH PEARSON 


‘Peppered with the wit and wisdom of this remarkable man.’—Daily Mail. 
Illustrated 21s. 


OVERTURE AND BEGINNERS: 
A Musical Autobiography 
EUGENE GOOSSENS 


‘Full of frank and witty remarks about eminent musical personalities and about 
many of the world’s best-known orchestras.’"—Manchester Guardian 


Illustrated 18s. 
HENRY JAMES 
(American Men of Letters Series) 
F. W. DUPEE 


A balanced study that will undoubtedly set the tone for James criticism for 
years to come. Iss. 


ENGLISH LITERARY CRITICISM: 


17th and 18th Centuries 
J. W. H. ATKINS 


‘Immensely welcome . . . of enormous use to any student of literature.’— 
BONAMY DOBREE in Jie Spectator 21s. 


THE ART OF TEACHING 
GILBERT HIGHET 


‘A really first-class book on education . . . Ithas clarity, pungency, and humour.’ 
—Manchester Guardian 12s. 6d. 


ENGLISH COSTUME, 1900-1950 
IRIS BROOKE 


A record of the progress of fashion during the last fifty years with numerous 
illustrations by the author. 12s. 6d. 


PRELUDE TO HISTORY: A Study of 


Human Origins and Palaeolithic Savagery 
ADRIAN COATES 


‘A sound account of the first enormous phase of our history as it is now known.’ 
—New Statesman Illustrated 22s, 6d. 
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The ‘Young Traveller’ Series 
was described by The Times Edu- 
cational Supplement as ‘exactly 
right for the older groups’ (12-16 
years). By way of exciting travel- 
story these famous books give a 
clear picture of other lands and 
peoples. Their authors have been 
chosen for their authority and 
their ability to capture the youthful 
imagination. They are very well 
illustrated. So far published: The 
Young Traveller in South Africa, 
Y.T. in U.S.A., Y.T. in Holland, 
Y.T. in Australia, Y.T. in New 
Zealand, Y.T. in India and Pakistan, 
Y.T. in Canada, Y.T. in Switzerland, 
Y.T. in China and Y.T. in Ireland. 


8s. 6d. each net 


* 


The ‘Excursions’ Series 

(for children of 12-16 years) exists 
to teach discrimination in the arts 
and other social activities. 

Titles are: Geoffrey Trease’s Enjoy- 
ing Books, Andrew Buchanan’s 
Going to the Cinema (now in its 
4th revised impression), George 
Beardmore’s Going into the Country, 
A. C. Ward’s Enjoying Paintings 
(with colour plates), Arnold 
Haskell’s Going to the Ballet, John 
Allen’s Going to the Theatre, and 
Lionel Salter’s Going to a Concert. 
Generously illustrated. 


8s. 6d. each net 





Published by Phoenix House Lid., 38 William 
IV Street, Charing Cross, London, W.C.2 
Prospectus free. 


au DE NT aul 
the Scottish Himalayan 
Expedition 
W. H. Murray 


Full story by the author of Mountain- 
eering in Scotland of the Himalayan 
expedition carried out last year by four 
Scots mountaineers. 36 pages of bril- 
liant photographs, four in colour. 
Prospectus post free 30s. net 


Relics of an 


Un-cemmon Attorney 
Reginald Hine 
The last work of a lawyer and historian 
who wore his deep learning with scintil- 
lating wit and warm humanity. Suc- 
cessor to his famous Confessions of an 
Un-common Attorney. Illustrated. 
Prospectus post free 18s. net 


Paloma 
Mrs. Robert Henrey 


Author of The Little Madeleine 
‘Unique, moving biographical study of a 
most unusual woman, inhabitant of 
Soho, ex-Gaiety girl, and native of Bur- 
gundy.’ NANCY SPAIN, Good House- 
keeping. 15s. net 


Winter and Spring 


Howers 
Constance Spry 


Companion volume to Summer and 
Autumn Flowers, completing the magni- 
ficent new flower arrangements by ‘the 
acknowledged authority on this art’ 
(Observer). 36 pages of plates (24 in 
full colour). Crown 4to. 25s. net 
Prospectus post free 


The Heart’s Memory 


Mme de Lamartine 
Pages from the Diary (1801-29) of the 
poet Alphonse’s mother, rediscovered 
and here edited and translated by 
EUSTACE HARGRAVE. Grace and power to 
charm and move mark it throughout. 
Frontispiece portrait. 12s. 6d. net 


Hugo Wolf 
By Frank Walker 


Definitive study of the life and work 
of the master song-composer, including 
many new documents and unpublished 
letters. 528 pages. Illustrated. 36s. net 


AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 





Publishers : 
J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd. Bedford St. W.C.2 





























ILLUSTRATED 
ENGLISH SOCIAL 
HISTORY 


G. M. TREVELYAN, O.M. 








Announcing Volume Three 


The Eighteenth Century 








G. M. Trevelyan’s English Social History has proved itself, 
by its unusual combination of scholarship, literary quality 
and themes of great human interest, to be a work of universal 
and enduring value. The illustrations have been selected with 
scholarly care both for their relation to the text and for their 
intrinsic interest, and they form together a collection as 
fascinating as it is varied. Woodcuts and engravings from 
contemporary books, portraits of famous people, and 
photographs of the buildings of the period illustrate the life 
of the people at every level and make an appropriate addition 
to an already famous text. 


Volume One, Chaucer’s England and the Early Tudors; 
Volume Two, The Age of Shakespeare and the Early 
Tudors; and Volume Three, The Eighteenth Century are 
priced at twenty-one shillings net each. 


HISTORY said of Volume Two: 


‘Mrs. Ruth Wright has added four colour plates, a hundred 
and twenty-four gravure photographs and reproductions, 
as well as several illustrations on the text... they are 
chosen with a wholly admirable freshness and originality and 
together with Mrs. Wright’s helpful notes on the plates, they 
are a fitting enhancement of the pleasure and instruction 
afforded by this recently established popular classic.’ 


LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. LTD. 
6&7 CLIFFORD ST., LONDON, W.1 
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SIR STANLEY UNWIN 
TRADE BARRIERS TO KNOWLEDGE 


Ir is a sad reflection upon the age in which we live that it should require a 
large and closely set volume of 167 pages merely to summarize all the many 
artificial barriers which obstruct the free flow of information from one 
country to another. Certainly before the First World War, and probably even 
before the Second, it would have been possible to list on a half-sheet of note- 
paper the obstacles that handicapped the flow of books. The most serious 
item would have been there because of the continued insistence of the United 
States upon the need to protect her infant printing industry (some infant!) 
by taxing the import of books in the English language, and incidentally 
thus giving the then free-trade Britain an early lesson in ‘discrimination’, 
a subject about which so much was to be heard later. 

In those happy prewar days book post packages (with that one exception) 
passed freely from country to country, and the hands of Customs Officials 
and bureaucrats i in general were kept off them. Now, if you wish to be fully 
informed of what the aforesaid officials and their governments are em- 
powered to do to hinder books passing from one country to another, you 
must study this elaborate “Manual of Regulations affecting Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Materials’ to quote the sub-title of Trade Barriers to 
Knowledge.* 

This survey covers forty-three countries and amplifies the pioneer work 
of The Publishers’ Association of Great Britain to which it rightly makes 
acknowledgement. Following a brief historical introduction the Manual sets 
forth alphabetically under countries the regulations affecting educational, 
scientific and cultural materials. As the foreword rightly emphasizes ‘one of 
the most formidable obstacles to the international circulation of such informa- 
tional materials is the complexity and variety of trade regulations in force in 
different countries, and the inaccessibility of information concerning them’. 
Certainly no more effective hindrance to the free flow of books could be 
achieved than this intimidating maze of restrictions. They give employment 
to superfluous officials, but otherwise benefit no one because any net revenue 
derived is negligible, if indeed the cost of collection does not exceed the 
meagre receipts. The foreword points out that “in many cases, restrictions 
at present in force have been extended to educational materials as part of a 
general trend towards control which engulfed these materials, along with 
other commodities, fortuitously rather than by design’. In brief, we are up 
against the reluctance of the official mind to distinguish between books and 
boots, and to recognize that books are not ‘just another commodity’. 


*UNESCO, Paris. (London distributors: H.M. Stationery Office. Price 6s.) 
I 








But when you have mastered the contents of this formidable work you 
will still not have come to the end of the barriers. You will have learnt with 
satisfaction, for example, that books entering Czechoslovakia are free of 
duty and will bear with some measure of equanimity the knowledge that 
“books in luxury bindings are dutiable according to the nature of the binding’. 
You will read, perhaps without surprise, that ‘no information was obtainable 
concerning Czechoslovakian internal sales taxes, exchange control and 
licensing, quotas or export regulations’, but you will find no mention of the 
fact that books can now only be imported into Czechoslovakia through one 
government-controlled bookshop. And you will find no references at all to 
other countries behind the same curtain. As, however, the present govern- 
ments of those countries do not believe that their peoples should have free 
access to books of which those in power disapprove, that is not surprising. 

What is both surprising and deplorable is the attitude of the governments 
of liberty-loving nations. They sign cultural conventions under which they 
solemnly undertake to do all sorts of things, the more important of which 
they diligently refrain from doing. To cite two examples at random, Belgium 
has a cultural convention with Britain, but continues to levy a sales tax on 
books, and still, although surprisingly enough there is no mention of the fact 
in the UNESCO Manual, insists upon the use on book packages of absurd 
little green labels originally devised to facilitate the importation of books, but 
long since used to delay or obstruct their entry. 

Brazil has signed a cultural convention with Britain, yet diligently main- 
tains Customs duties and many other vexatious charges on the importations 
of British books though no longer—may I take this opportunity of recording 
—classifies booksellers with brothels for Income Tax purposes. 

During and since the war, many governments have unanimously and 
enthusiastically passed resolutions in favour of the free flow of books. But 
they have shown little disposition to implement these resolutions. 

In a recent pamphlet’ | have suggested that a fair test of the degree of 
civilization of any country is not what they say about the importance of 
books, but how they in fact treat them. 

What puzzles me in connection with these trade barriers to knowledge is 
the apathy of intelligent people in so many countries when faced with this 
serious abuse of governmental powers. In Britain at the beginning of the 
Second World War all the better elements rose with one accord to protest 
against the application of the purchase-tax to books, and compelled a most 
unwilling Chancellor of the Exchequer to give way. What corresponding 
efforts have been or are being made in other countries? News of such 
activities would be most welcome. Richard Cobden rightly remarked ‘All 
things shall yield to energy’. Let us hope that the energy to sweep away 
these Trade Barriers to Knowledge will not be lacking. 

‘How Governments Treat Books. Price 6d. (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd.) 
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DISTRIBUTORS OF UNESCO PUBLICATIONS 


ARGENTINA 
AUSTRALIA 


AUSTRIA 
BARBADOS 


BELGIUM 
BOLIVIA 
BRAZIL 
BURMA 


CANADA 


CEYLON 


CHILE 
COLOMBIA 


CUBA 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
DENMARK 


ECUADOR 
EGYPT 
FINLAND 
FRANCE 
GERMANY 
GREECE 


HUNGARY 
INDIA 


BOMBAY AND SOUTH INDIA 


INDO-CHINA 


INDONESIA 


Editorial Sudamericana S.A., Alsina 500, 
Buenos Aires. 

H. A. Goddard Ltd., 2554 George Street, 
Sydney. 

Wilhelm Frick Verlag, Graben 27, Vienna I. 
S.P.C.K. Bookshop (Regional Office Carib- 
bean Area), Broad Street, Bridgetown. 
Librairie Encyclopédique, 7 rue du Luxem- 
bourg, Brussels IV. 

Libreria Selecciones, av. 16 de Julio 216, 
Casilla 672, La Paz. 

Livraria Agir Editora, rua México 98-B, 
Caixa postal 3291, Rio de Janeiro. 

Burma Educational Bookshop, 551-3 Mer- 
chant Street, P.O. Box 222, Rangoon. 
English speaking: University of Toronto 
Press, Toronto, Ontario. 

French speaking: Benoit Baril, 4234 rue de 
la Roche, Montreal 34. 

Lake House Bookshop, The Associated News- 
papers of Ceylon Ltd., Colombo. 

Libreria Lope de Vega, Moneda 924, Santiago. 
Emilio Royo Martin, Carrera 9A 1791, 
Bogota. 

La Casa Belga, René de Smedt, O'Reilly 455, 
Havana. 

Orbis, Nirodni 37, Prague I. 

Einar Munksgaard, 6 Norregade, Copen- 
hagen. 

Casa de la Cultura Ecuatoriana, av. Mariano 
Aguilera 332, Casilla 67, Quito. 

Librairie James Cattan, fournisseur dela Cour, 
118 rue Emad el Dine, Cairo. 

Akateeminen Kirjakauppa, 2 Keskuskatu, 
Helsinki. 

Librairie Universitaire, 26 rue Soufflot, 
Paris $e. 

Florian Kupferberg Verlag, Eleonorenstrasse 
6, Mainz-Kastel. 

Elefthéroudakis, Librairie Internationale, 
Athens. 

‘Kultura’, P.O.B. 149, Budapest 62. 
Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia 
House, New Delhi. 

Vidyabhavan Granthagar, Rajkamal, Publica- 
tions Ltd., Bombay 7. 

K. Chantarith, C.C.R., 38 rue Van Vollen- 
hoven, Phnom-penh. 

G. C. T. van Dorp & Co., N.V. Djalan 
Nusantara 22, Djakarta. 
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ISRAEL 


ITALY 
JAPAN 


LEBANON AND SYRIA 


MALAYA AND SINGAPORE 
MEXICO 


NETHERLANDS 
NEW ZEALAND 
NIGERIA 
NORWAY 
PAKISTAN 
PERU 
PHILIPPINES 
PORTUGAL 
SPAIN 

SWEDEN 


SWITZERLAND 


THAILAND 
TURKEY 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 


UNITED KINGDOM 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


URUGUAY 


Leo Blumstein, Book and Art Shop, 35 
Allenby Road, Tel Aviv. 

Messaggerie Italiane, via Lomazzo 52, Milan. 
Maruzen Co. Inc., 6 Tori-Nichome, Nihon- 
bashi, Tokyo. 

Librairie Universelle, avenue des Frangais, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 

Peter Chong & Co., P.O. Box 135, Singapore. 
Libreria Universitaria, Justo Sierra 16, Mexico 
D.F. 

N.V. Martinus Nijhoff, Lange Voorhout 9, 
The Hague. 

Whitcombe & Tombs Ltd.,G.P.O. Box 1526, 
Wellington, C.1. 

C.M.S. Bookshop, P.O. Box 174, Lagos. 
A/S Bokhjornet, Stortingsplass 7, Oslo. 
Thomas & Thomas, Fort Mansions, Frere 
Road, Karachi 3. 

Libreria Internacional del Peru, S.A., Girén 
de la Unidén, Lima. 

Philippine Education Co. Inc., 1104 Castil- 
lejos, Quiapo, Manila. 

Publicagdes Europa~America Ltda., 4 rua da 
Barroca, Lisbon. 

Aguilar S.A. de Ediciones, Juan Bravo 38, 
Madrid. 

A/B C. E. Fritzes Kungl, Hovbokhandel, 
Fredsgatan 2, Stockholm. 

French speaking cantons: Librairie de I’Uni- 
versité, rue de Romont 22-4, Fribourg. 
German speaking cantons: Europa Verlag, 
5 Rimistrasse, Ziirich. 

Suksaphan Phanit, Arkarn 9, Raj-Damnern 
Avenue, Bangkok. 

Librairie Hachette, 469 Istiklal caddesi, 
Beyoglu, Istanbul. 

Van Schaik’s Bookstore (Pty) Ltd., P.O. Box 
724, Pretoria. 

H.M. Stationery Office, P.O. Box $609, 
London, S.E.1. 

Columbia University Press, 2960 Broadway, 
New York 27, N.Y. 

Centro de Cooperacién Cientifica para la 
América latina, Unesco, bulevar Artigas 1320, 
Montevideo. 


Sir Stanley Unwin is not only a famous publisher, he is also renowned as a tireless fighter in 
the cause of books. He is President of the International Publishers’ Congress and a past President 
of the Publishers’ Association of Great Britain. His book The Truth about Publishing is a standard 
work on the subject and is now in its sixth edition. 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the 
contributors’ and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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THE BOOK LIST that follows is a select list compiled with the assistance of Aslib 
(incorporating the Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux and the 
British Society for International Bibliography), Bristol Public Libraries, the British 
Council Medical Library, the British Drama League, the British Film Institute, the 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics), the 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia), the Institute of Advanced 
Legal Studies (University of London), the Library Association, the National Library 
Service (Wellington, New Zealand), the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the 
Royal Empire Society, the Royal Geographical Society, the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, the Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Royal United Service 
Institution, the South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria 
and Albert Museum and many individual specialists, and the annotations are in some 
cases based, by permission, on reviews in The Times Literary Supplement and The Times 
Educational Supplement. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition of Dewey’s Decimal 
Classification for libraries, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no 
bookseller is available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1., who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council 
(which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary such inquiries 
will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, which is in 
consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are London 
firms except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in brackets. 


THE SIZE given in centimetres after the price of each book refers to the height. 





World copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and inquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Editor, British Book News, 3 Hanover Street, London, W.1! 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Subject Bibliographies 
A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO THE ENGLISH EDUCA- 
TIONAL SYSTEM. George Baron. University of London: Athlone Press, 
7s.6d. 19 cm. 70 pages. 
In this select annotated bibliography, originally prepared for the benefit of overseas 
students, attention has been drawn mainly to material on the functions and characteris- 
tics of English schools and other educational institutions, but an attempt has also been 
made to illustrate the main trends of educational thought and the development of 
current official policy. It is a classified list supplemented by an author index. (016.37) 


General Libraries 

THE LIBRARY IN WALES AND WELSH STUDIES. Y Llyfrgell yng 
Nghymru ac Efrydiau Cymreig. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 21.2 cm. 68 pages. 
8 plates. Bibliographies. Paper bound. (Welsh Department, Ministry of Education, 
Pamphlet No. 5.) 

Intended mainly for teachers generally and senior pupils in Secondary Schools, this 

pamphlet (the text in both English and Welsh) on library provision in Wales des- 

cribes the facilities of the National Library at Aberystwyth, the libraries of the four 

University Colleges, those of the teacher training colleges and of the municipal and 

county public libraries. There are also short chapters on paper-making in Wales and 

on the history of the book in Wales. (027-09429) 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN THE COLONIES. R.A. Flood. Foreword by 
Sir Ronald Adam. The Library Association, $s. 21-3 cm. 45 pages. Frontispiece. 
Table. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Library Association Pamphlet No. $.) 

The author of this excellent, if brief, survey of the present development of public 

libraries in the Colonial Empire is a librarian on the staff of the British Council who 

has had first-hand experience of some colonies and many contacts with librarians and 

teachers in others. He very rightly states that ‘the welfare and future of the colonies . . . 

depends on the education of the colonial peoples’ and claims that the educational 

facilities now being provided ‘will not achieve their end unless they are backed up by 
adequate public library services’. The Chairman of the British Council, in his Fore- 
word, underlines this and remarks that ‘public libraries should be a responsibility of 
governments in the first instance’. This, the immediate importance of free public 
libraries, is an urgent matter for the Colonial Office and the Colonial Governments 
to consider. (027-4) 


Journalism 
A LIFE IN REUTERS. Sir Roderick Jones. Hodder & Stoughton, 25s. 22-2 cm. 
496 pages. Portrait. Index. 
This is primarily a personal story; it is also a story of Reuters over the last fifty years. 
Sir Roderick tells expansively of events falling within his own knowledge and partici- 
pation in the management of this vast and independent news agency of which he was a 
star correspondentand then for twenty-five yearseither managing director or chairman. 
He re-created the organization of Reuters while strengthening the traditions of impartial 
accuracy. (070-4) 
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RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LOLLARD BIBLE. Margaret 

Deanesley. University of London: Athlone Press, 2s. 21-5 cm. 23 pages. Paper bound. 
Miss Deanesley, who is Emeritus Professor of History in the University of London, 
deals here with the text and purpose of the first complete English Bible. She shows 
that the popular view that Wycliffe intended his translation for the masses cannot be 
maintained. It is argued that the translation had a political and a spiritual side. Wycliffe 
desired, above all, to restore the Church to its primitive state and to provide a basis for 
a new authority to set over against the coercive jurisdiction represented by the canon 
law. The author has packed a great deal of learning into this small book and her thesis 
is defended with marked cogency and lucidity. (220-6) 


A STUDY IN ST. MARK. Austin Farrer. Black, 25s. 22-2 cm. 406 pages. 


Indexes. 


Dr. Farrer regards St. Mark’s Gospel as a theological exposition set within a cyclic 
form or pattern. He contends that it represents a recurrent cycle of topics in which 
the significance of the life of Christ is expressed with different emphases. While the 
history goes steadily forward until the Passion and the Resurrection are reached, the 
pattern of the redemptive activity of Christ is enacted again and again in every part 
of the story. It is claimed that the unveiling of the symbolic structure of the book 
removes many difficulties which have long baffled expositors, restores its unity, 
enables us to grasp St. Mark’s inspired thinking from the inside and to reaffirm the 
historical value of the tradition which his Gospel embodies. The author’s erudition 
is matched by imaginative insight and energetic thought. Many of his conclusions will 
be challenged, but the book merits the careful attention of all students of the New 
Testament. (226-3) 


THE Y.M.C.A. IN CANADA. The Chronicle of a Century. Murray G. Ross. 
Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $6-00. 23-5 cm. $34 pages. 19 illustrations. Notes, 
including bibliographical references. Index. 

Murray Ross, a Nova Scotian by birth, has served the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 

ciations of Canada in various capacities. In this comprehensive volume, published to 

mark the centennial anniversary of the Canadian Y.M.C.A. in 1951, Dr. Ross has 
traced in a clear and forthright manner the history and philosophy of the Y.M.C.A. in 

British North America. The Annual Meeting of the National Council in 1950 recom- 

mended that this history be ‘thorough, yet palatable’. In both respects it is markedly 

successful. (267-3) 


APPRENTICESHIP AT KURUMAN. Being the Journals and Letters of 
Robert and Mary Moffat, 1820-28. Edited by I. Schapera. Chatto & Windus, 30s. 
25°4 cm. 337 pages. Frontispiece. Map. Index. (Central African Archives, Oppenheimer 
Series No. 5.) 

Robert Moffat, the celebrated missionary of Bechuanaland, began his work for the 

London Missionary Society at ‘Old Lattakoo’ at the age of 25, after experience in 

Namaqualand. The original drafts of the journal which he kept during these early 

years, and sent back periodically to London, are now preserved in the Central African 

Archives in Southern Rhodesia. These, together with supplementary material from 

the Society’s archives in London, form the base of the present volume. This record 

supplements and precedes the Matabele Journals already published. It is a valuable 
historical account of the early contacts of Europeans with the Bechuana, as well as 

a lively picture of missionary difficulties, and the primitive life of the natives. (276-81) 
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A CHURCH RENASCENT. A Study in Modern French Catholicism. David 
Watmough. S.P.C.K., 8s.6d. 19 cm. 143 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
In this volume an attempt is made by an Anglican to describe the relevance of the 
revival in the Church of France to other communions and particularly to the Church 
of England. The author has studied at first hand the various movements which he 
describes, and readers will be specially grateful for his account of the new approach 
of French Catholicism to the proletariat, the methods used to advance Christianity 
in rural areas and the activities of the priest-workmen. He is convinced that these 
movements indicate a revitalized Church in France and that the need for experimen- 
tation within the framework of the Catholic Faith is equally marked in other lands. 
This book may be recommended to members of all Christiar. communions and, 
indeed, to any who wish to know what the Church of today is doing. (282) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Sociology: Population 

THE MALTHUSIAN CONTROVERSY. Kenneth Smith. Routledge 

& Kegan Paul, 30s. 21-6 cm. 359 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Contemporary criticisms of Malthus’s Essay on Population (1798) have been somewhat 
neglected, as have also the theories on population which were propounded before his 
day. Dr. Smith fills the gap by tracing the relevant theories from the time of Raleigh 
and Bacon to that of Adam Smith. He then analyses the arguments of Charles Hall, 
Thomas Jarrold, Simon Gray, David Booth and a number of other critics of the 
Malthusian theory before the time of Malthus’s death. In the second half of the book 
he makes his own critical analysis of the theory and discusses its application. (301-32) 


Social Surveys 


POVERTY AND THE WELFARE STATE. A Third Social Survey of 
York dealing only with Economic Questions. B. Seebohm Rowntree and G. R. 
_ Lavers. Longmans, Green. 7s.6d. 19 cm. 112 pages. Tables. Index. 
This survey was made in 1950 in order to find out how the social conditions of the 
working classes of York had changed since Seebohm Rowntree made his last survey 
in 1935. In giving the results the authors show the effects of the welfare legislation 
introduced since 1935. Taking each welfare measure in turn, they calculate, for in- 
stance, how much poverty there would have been if food subsidies had not been 
introduced, if there had been no family allowances, and if old-age pensions had re- 
mained at their former level. In addition, they discuss such general questions as 
housing, and the effect of married women’s earnings on the standard of family life. 
(309°1942) 
Political Science 


INTRODUCTION TO POLITICS. Dorothy M. Pickles. Sylvan Press, 
12s.6d. 19 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Sylvan Books on Modern Studies) 
The author’s experiences in lecturing on politics to adult students at Morley College 
showed her the need for a book such as this. Beginning with the difficulties which 
confront the citizen today, she shows how similar ones have been faced by previous 
generations, and, by frequent references and quotations, she tries to arouse interest in 
the work of the great writers on political science. The book is particularly suitable for 
students who have had little previous academic training. (320) 
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HOBBES AND HIS CRITICS. A Study in Seventeenth Century Constitu- 
tionalism. John Bowle. Cape, 10s.6d. 20-3 cm. 215 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The tremendous and controversial impact of Hobbes’s ideas on his contemporaries has 
been, for some time, assumed as a matter of fact rather than analysed in detail. Mr. 
Bowle now resurrects forgotten seventeenth-century critics of Hobbes—divines like 
Bramhall, statesmen like Clarendon, and lawyers like Whitehall. He systematically 
analyses their views, considering their force and relevance. Though no single critic 
of Hobbes entirely refutes him, yet a substantial body of effective criticism can be built 
up from their combined efforts. This criticism turns on Hobbes’s materialism, his 
pessimistic view of human nature, his dichotomy between complete sovereignty and 
anarchy, and the inexperience of affairs which led him to treat political problems in 
the same way as those of mathematics. An excellent and stimulating book. (320-1) 


THE GROWTH OF THE MANOR. Sir Paul Vinogradoff. Reprint. 
Allen & Unwin, 18s. 21-5 cm. 396 pages. Index. 
This work, first published in 1904, is well known and indeed indispensable among 
studies of the early history of English social institutions. There are chapters on the 
Celtic tribal arrangements, Roman influence, the English Conquest, the grouping of 
the folk, the township, the open-field system, the holding, manorial origins, the 
Domesday Survey, ownership and husbandry, social classes. The whole body of 
evidence (there is a wealth of valuable detail in the copious notes) is ordered so lucidly 
as to be intelligible to all students of general history. (323-35) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN TERRITORIES: COMPARATIVE SURVEY 
OF NATIVE POLICY. Colonial Office and Commonwealth Relations Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 24-4 cm. 91 pages. Tables. (Command Paper 8235) 

In March 1950 a Committee was appointed by the Governments of Southern and 

Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland, consisting of the Secretaries for Native Affairs 

in the three territories, under the Chairmanship of the Chief Secretary of the Central 

African Council, to survey native policy in the areas concerned and to draw attention 

to the similarities and differences that emerged from their investigation. This report 

contains the result of this work, and considers native policy both in principle and in 
practice, with explanatory statistical and other tables. The aim of the inquiry was to 
record facts and not to formulate future policy, but this report will nevertheless be 
very valuable to the student of African administration since it includes a great deal 
of information on a very wide range of subjects relating to the life of the native 
population of Central Africa. (325-342) 


Economics 


PAKISTAN. ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS 
IN PAKISTAN. Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Depart- 
ment. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 24°3 cm. 179 pages. Map. Paper bound. (Overseas 
Economic Surveys) 

This is the first report on Pakistan in this series, and it covers the whole period of 

nearly three years since the Dominion came into being. It gives detailed statistics, with 

explanatory notes, of trade and commerce, finance, development, agriculture and 
food, industries, communications, and social and other questions affecting trade and 
commerce. (330°9547) 
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WORK AND WELFARE IN AUSTRALIA. Studies in Social Economics. 
Marjorie Tew. Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press (London), 9s. 18-4 cm. 236 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Mrs. Tew has made wide use of recent statistical material and has shown its practical 

interpretation in chapters on population, housing, industry, employment conditions, 

and kindred subjects. Live issues such as full employment and socialization of industry 
are given careful consideration. Although intended primarily for readers with no 
previous knowledge of economics, this book provides a helpful introduction for all 
inquirers interested in problems of social economics, particularly as they refer to 
Australia. (330-994) 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES AND THEIR ORGANIZATION. G. C. 
Allen. Third edition. Longmans, Green, 17s.6d. 22-2 cm. 300 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Industrial conditions in Great Britain have changed so radically since the first ap- 

pearance of this book in 1933 that this edition is virtually a new book. The treatment 

is historical; the book begins with a survey of British industry before 1914 and goes 
on to describe the course of industrial change between 1919 and 1949. The remaining 
chapters are detailed studies of the organization of particular industries, including 
coal, iron and steel, engineering, motor vehicles, textiles and building. The author 
is Professor of Political Economy in the University of London. (338-7) 


LESSONS OF THE BRITISH WAR ECONOMY. Edited by D. N. 
Chester. Cambridge University Press, 22s.6d. 23-8 cm. 272 pages. Index. (National 
Institute of Economic and Social Research: Economic and Social Studies) 

These thirteen essays are of special interest in that they are by economists and other 

university teachers who went into Government departments during the war and then 

returned to academic life. The editor, for instance, who contributes an essay on the 
central machinery for economic policy, is a Fellow of Nuffield College. Other contri- 

butors include Professors G. C. Allen, Ian Bowen, Ely Devons, Percy Ford, E. F. 

Nash, Richard Pares, E. A. G. Robinson, and other specialists. Their essays cover a 

large part of the Government’s wartime activities, from general matters such as the 

overall allocation of resources to more specific ones such as rationing, the control of 
building, the allocation of timber, and the local administration of agricultural policy. 


(338-9) 


THIS UNSUCCESSFUL AGE; or, The Pains of Economic Progress. Walter 
Eucken. Introduction by John Jewkes. Hodge, 10s. 21-7 cm. 96 pages. 
As Professor of Economics at Freiburg University the author learnt much from the 
experiments in planning, government direction and price-fixing which were being 
made in Germany. In this essay, written shortly before his death and intended to be 
delivered as a course of lectures at the London School of Economics, he set out his 
conclusions. He discussed in particular the use of freedom by business men to create 
monopolies which were a negation of freedom; the dilemma that, while society 
must confer some power upon the State, the possession of power tends to provoke 
arbitrary action; the risk that a competitive society might deprive the world of the 
full economies of large-scale production; and the difficulty that a policy of full employ- 
ment tends to lead to a centrally planned, and therefore totalitarian, society. (338-9) 
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Law 
THE EVOLUTION OF LAW AND ORDER. A-.S. Diamond. Watts, 
21s. 22-2 cm. 350 pages. References. Index. 
An account of the gradual evolution of law in society by considering the history of 
widely different communities at important stages of economic development. After 
the Paleolithic age (food gatherers) and the Neolithic age (agriculture is the main 
means of subsistence) there is the period of cattle keepers and of the early laws, such 
as the Frankish Code. Later, nations develop with central codes of law such as in 
Medieval Europe. The last part covers in less detail the centuries of the modern world. 
Dr. Diamond is already well known for his scholarly Primitive Law (1935). (340°9) 


MANSTEIN. His Campaigns and His Trial. R. T. Paget. Collins, 15s. 22-2 cm. 
255 pages. 1 illustration. Index. 
The author of this book was senior counsel for the defence of Field-Marshal Erich von 
Manstein of the German High Command at his trial by a British military court in 
1949 for issuing orders contrary to the laws and usages of war during the Second 
World War. The first part of the book deals with Manstein’s military achievements 
in Russia, where his conquest of the Crimea and his handling of the retreat marked 
him as an able commander. The author then sets out the issues which confronted the 
Court, and describes the dramatic course which the trial pursued. (341-41) 


CURRENT LEGAL PROBLEMS, 1951. Edited by George W. Keeton and 
Georg Schwarzenberger. Vol. 4. Stevens & Sons for the Faculty of Laws, University 
College, London, 45s. 22 cm. 435 pages. Tables. Index. 

The first four contributions to this very useful annual volume of reprinted weekly 

public lectures are on public international law, the remaining thirteen cover the usual 

wide field of current topics. Especial reference may be made to the extended version 
of Professor Glanville Williams’s inaugural lecture, dealing with the social function 
of the law of tort and particularly of the action in tort for damages. Other contribu- 

tors include Professors W. Friedmann (Toronto), A. L. Goodhart (Oxford), G. W. 

Keeton (London), and B. Schwartz (New York University). (347-05) 


THE LAW OF RENT RESTRICTIONS. Esther Dangerfield. Stevens & Sons, 
8s.6d. 18-3 cm. 145 pages. Index. Paper bound. (* This is the Law’ Series) 
Rent restriction and control of eviction prevent the full effect of a shortage of houses 
in England from falling on the shoulders of the tenants. The legislation enforcing these 
is contained in a number of statutes and the case-law interpreting them has become 
voluminous. This work, by a barrister-at-law, is written ‘for perplexed landlords and 
worried tenants’; but it will also be useful for the overseas reader needing a clear 
general view of the English law on this subject. Chapters show the scope of benefits 
conferred by the Rent Acts and deal with shared accommodation and furnished 
dwellings. (347°2) 


THE TECHNIQUE OF ADVOCACY. JohnH. Munkman. Stevens& Sons, 
17s.6d. 19 cm. 187 pages. 

A new and useful practical guide. It will mainly help the student and the practitioner 

in court in a common law country, but will interest also European and other foreign 

readers anxious to understand English court procedure. The main chapters deal with 

the most difficult part of the advocate’s role—cross-examination of the witnesses of the 
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opposite side. Other chapters cover the examination in chief, re-examination, legal 
proof and the formulation of arguments, the arrangements of the parts of a speech and 
general strategy and tactics in court. (347°9) 


Social Welfare: Crime 
THE HABITUAL CRIMINAL. Norval Morris. London School of Economics and 
Political Science, University of London: Longmans, Green, 27s.6d. 23-2 cm. 403 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Society will not be protected from the habitual criminal until there is adequate know- 
ledge of the habits of habitual criminals and of the sanctions of criminal law available. 
Part I of this work is a comparative survey of twenty-seven countries’ legislation on 
this subject and an evaluation of its relative success, particular reference being made to 
England and Commonwealth countries. Part II is based on an analysis of the records 
of over three hundred confirmed recidivists and habitual criminals and is an attempt 
to establish a basis of fact necessary for the development of a rational sentencing policy 
and more enlightened penological methods. (364-1) 


Education 
THE YEAR BOOK OF EDUCATION, 1951 .J. A. Lauwerys and N, Hans 
(Joint Editors). University of London Institute of Education: Evans Bros., 63s. 22 cm. 
686 pages. Bibliographies. Index. 
The relations between education and morals is the theme chosen for this issue. A 
comprehensive attempt is made to survey in a world-wide setting the nature of moral 
education and the practices adopted by educators of all kinds. In the first two sections 
of the volume anthropologists, sociologists, psychologists, philosophers and theolo- 
gians analyse the ways in which moral attitudes are developed and become accepted, 
and describe the approach to ethics of the great religious traditions of mankind. In the 
three concluding sections educational theorists and administrators from every conti- 
nent describe the situation in their own countries, as well as the arrangements in force 
for regulating and distributing between Church and State control of the schools and 
responsibility for the education of the young. Dr. G. B. Jeffery, Director of the Uni- 
versity of London Institute of Education and Chairman of the Editorial Board, con- 
tributes an introduction to the volume. (370°5) 


THE QUALITY OF LEARNING. An Essay concerning the Education of 
Dull Children. Ronald Morris. Methuen, 7s.6d. 19 cm. 113 pages. 
The author, who is a staff tutor in the University of Durham Institute of Education, 
takes as his main theme the importance of helping dull children to make a positive use 
of what little intelligence they have. He dismisses the popular but unhelpful notion that 
such children should be trained in the formation of simple automatic habits merely 
by constant repetition, and claims that to the true educationist the question is not ‘How 
quickly can this be learned?’ but “What is the value of this learning-experience?’ For 
the dull child no less than the bright, what matters is not so much the acquisition of 
facts and skills as the changes brought about in the personality of the individual as he 
works his way through the educative experiences provided by the society in which 
he lives. (371°9) 


NEEDLECRAFT FOR THE JUNIOR SCHOOL. Olive Brann. Uni- 
versity of London Press, 12s.6d. 25°5 cm. 64 pages. 6 photographs. Drawings and 
diagrams in colour. Index. 


This needlecraft scheme comprises a four-year course for girls of seven to eleven years 
and is divided into three sections—needlecraft, record keeping and pattern work. 
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Clear drawings and diagrams in colour are included, and the publishers also supply 
these miniature pattern sheets and wall charts separately. The author is Headmistress 
of Morden County Primary Girls’ School, Kent. (327-5) 


Transportation 
BRITISH TRAINS: PAST AND PRESENT. O. S. Nock. Batsford, 16s. 
222 cm. 128 pages. 4 colour plates. 105 illustrations and drawings. Index. 

‘In looking back at the locomotives of a hundred years ago’, writes Mr. Nock, ‘there 
is only one point, in principle, in which they differed from the locomotives of today: 
they used saturated (not superheated) steam.’ In this well-illustrated book, which is 
designed for the general reader rather than the expert, Mr. Nock’s subject is not 
British railways but, strictly, British trains, their locomotives and their rolling stock. 
It is a comprehensive theme, treated readably and continuing right up to the present 
time. (385-1) 


RAILWAYS TO-DAY. J. W. Williamson. 2nd edition. Oxford University Press, 
7s.6d. 22°2 cm. 162 pages. 25 plates (including map). Graph. Index. (Pageant of 
Progress) 

This brief survey, covering all the more important aspects of British railway working, 

with some general reference to practice abroad, was first published in 1938 and has 

now been extensively revised to show the immediate effects of nationalization in this 
country. There are a number of new illustrations, and a map showing the present 
regional boundaries of the divisions of the British system. Although it is a general 
rather than a specialist book, it is written with authority and clearness and there are 
few large questions likely to be raised by the layman which are unanswered. (385-1) 


Folklore: Nursery Rhymes 
THE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF NURSERY RHYMES. Edited by 
Iona and Peter Opie. Oxford University Press, 30s. 23 cm. 496 pages. 24 plates. 
Illustrations in text. Indexes. 
The authors have traced over five hundred nursery rhymes as near to the source as 
scholarship and enthusiastic effort can take them. The ancestry of these songs and ditties 
is indicated in dated references given after each rhyme or its group of variants. The 
arrangement is alphabetical, but in a very enlightening introduction rhymes are dis- 
cussed under their classes, determined by their nature, use or origin. The introduction 
also deals with sources, the adoption of rhymes by the nursery, their age, and ap- 
pearance in other languages. There are numerous illustrations taken from early books 
and from modern cartoons. There is an index of first lines and another of notable 
people connected with the rhymes in the book. The authors have carried their scholar- 
ship with charming ease and have produced a book containing considered trifles for 
everybody. (398-8) 


LINGUISTICS 


A DICTIONARY OF AMERICANISMS ON HISTORICAL 
PRINCIPLES. Edited by Mitford M. Mathews. 2 vols. Oxford University Press, 
£12. 12s. 28-5 cm. 1,946 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. 

The object of this new dictionary is ‘to treat historically as many as possible of those 

words and meanings of words which have been added to the English language in the 

United States’. The pronunciation and etymology of words that originated in the 

United States are included, and illustrations assist some of the definitions. The different 
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usages of each word or expression are clearly set out and numbered, and dated quota- 
tions using them are added after each definition. This is a very well produced work, 
of great value to those who are interested in American usage, and one which has been | 
carefully and thoughtfully compiled. Mr. Mathews was an assistant editor of Sir ) 
William Craigie’s Dictionary of American English; he has also produced other works | 
on American English, as well as A Survey of English Dictionaries (1933). (427°9) | 


A.B.C. OF PLAIN WORDS. Sir Ernest Gowers. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 
paper bound; 4s.6d. cloth boards. 21 cm. 160 pages. 
Like Plain Words, to which it is a supplement, this book was written at the invitation 
of the Treasury to help in improving official English, as used by Civil Servants and 
others. No one who knows Plain Words will hesitate to obtain this reference book, 
with its entries under headings alphabetically arranged, and keep it handy on the 
desk to be consulted on points of difficulty as they arise. A useful preface on ‘How to 
use the ABC’ provides a guide to its contents arranged under subjects, classified | 
roughly under the four main headings Vocabulary, Grammar, Mechanics and Style. 
Again the examples, often amusing, are drawn chiefly from recent official and com- | 
mercial documents. (428-3) : 


PURE SCIENCE 


SCIENCE AND COMMON SENSE. James B. Conant. Oxford University 
Press, 21s. 20-9 cm. 383 pages. 32 figures. Bibliography. Index. 
In this stimulating and well-produced book Professor Conant, President of Harvard 
University, has attempted most successfully to give an insight into the methods of the 
experimental scientist. By examining selected classical experiments he illustrates the 
way in which scientific method has developed from simple common sense practices. 
Chapters dealing with the impact of science on industry, medicine, invention and the 
State make this book of particular value to the well-informed general reader, those 
holding public offices or responsible positions in industry, and all those who have to 
reckon with scientists or the modern applications of science in practical affairs. (501) 


Physics 
APPLIED ATOMIC ENERGY. K. Fearnside, E. W. Jones and E. N. Shaw. 
Temple Press, 8s.6d. 19 cm. 164 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 14 plates. 24 text figures. 
Bibliography. Index. (Technical Trends) 
The scope of this book is not as wide as the title suggests. There is a brief chapter on 
nuclear reactors, but 124 of the 147 pages of text are devoted to the preparation, 
distribution, and use in various fields of isotopes, mainly radioactive ones. As a general 
account of work with isotopes the book is excellent. It is written in a clear and simple 
style by men actively engaged in the field discussed, and provides a useful introduc- 
tion for scientific and technical workers new to the subject. It should also interest 
science students, but it would be rather difficult for the layman—for whom it is, 
apparently, intended. (539°76) 


Natural History 

A COUNTRY PARISH. A. W. Boyd. Collins, 21s. 22:2 cm. 296 pages. 
34 colour plates, 48 black and white. 9 text figures. Bibliography. Index. (New 
Naturalist Series) 

This new volume in a now familiar series continues the publisher’s policy of including 

a number of basic, generalized books. The natural history of a typical English country 
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parish is an ideal subject for the purpose, and it is here treated by an expert who knows 
his ground, topographical as well as scientific, perfectly. The geology, history, sociology 
of the district are considered in detail, and the effect of man on his natural surround- 
ings is never forgotten. The area, a part of the Cheshire plain, is predominantly agricul- 
tural, and contains a very large variety of birds, wild flowers, insects and other living 
things, all of which have been noted and annotated by the author, an expert especially 
on bird life. Readers abroad will find this a most valuable account of a most typically 
English sociological unit. (574042) 


THE HONG KONG COUNTRYSIDE. G. A. C. Herklots. South China 
Morning Post (Hong Kong), HK $25.00. 24-5 cm. 182 pages. § colour plates. Ilustra- 
tions. Bibliography. Index. 

After ‘twenty happy years’ in Hong Kong, on the staff of the University, the author, 

an expert on the natural history of the area, has produced a fascinating volume which 

blends a great deal of information on the wild life of the Colony with amusing and 
instructive anecdotes and reminiscences of life there in peace and war. In addition to 
numerous admirable botanical and zoological illustrations by the author, there are 
some delightful cartoons by A. M. Hughes. ($74°95125) 


Botany 
MUSHROOMS OF EASTERN CANADA AND THE UNITED 
STATES. How to Recognize and Prepare the Edible Varieties. René Pomerleau. 
Les Editions Chantecler (Montreal, Canada), $900. 26-4 cm. 303 pages. 5 colour 
plates. 58 half-tone plates. Diagrams. Glossary. Index. 
This work is published in French or English. The main part is devoted to systematic 
descriptions with notes on habitats and salient field characters, and for most of the 
larger genera a dichotomous key is provided for quick identification. A useful section 
at the beginning explains with diagrams the structure and life history of fungi, and 
ends with a key to the main groups. At the end of the book is a section on the main 
species to select for eating, where to gather them and how to prepare them for the 
table. The book thus provides a useful fusion of natural history and gastronomic 
interests. (589-2) 


Zoology 
PARASITIC ANIMALS. Geoffrey Lapage. Cambridge University Press, 21s. 
19°5 cm. 374 pages. 113 illustrations and diagrams. Index. 

A general account of the biology of parasites, mainly illustrated from species para- 
sitizing man and domestic animals. The approach is technical, but suitable for the 
zoologist rather than for the veterinary and medical student. The first hundred pages 
give representative life histories, showing the different adaptations to a parasitic life 
of different groups of animals. The rest of the book considers general topics such as 
tissue reactions of the host to parasites, the development of immunity and the various 
methods of avoiding parasitism; and ends with a brief account of man’s own defence 
by the use of his knowledge and intelligence. (s91°6) 


BRITISH BUTTERFLIES. E. B. Ford. Penguin Books, 5s. 18-4 cm. 32 pages. 
16 colour plates by Paxton Chadwick. Drawing in text. Bibliography. (King 
Penguin Series) 

This excellent little book is not to be considered as another aid to the identification 

of British butterflies. Instead, Dr. Ford has repeated in a much smaller compass the 

general biological treatment which was so successful in his larger book in the New 
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Naturalist series. His language and approach are simple without the least taint of 
talking down to his readers. He treats briefly structure, life history, classification, 
pigments, genetic and other variation, migration, distribution and methods of study- 
ing populations. Colour plates of distinction illustrate points made in the text. (595-78) 


THE PHEASANTS OF THE WORLD. Jean Delacour. Country Life, 
£7 7s. 28-5 cm. 348 pages. 32 plates (16 in colour) by J. C. Harrison. 21 maps and 
diagrams. Bibliography (since 1922). Index. 

Beebe’s monograph on the pheasants appeared in the early twenties and was noteworthy 

for the many biological details it gave on these birds in their native habitats (Hima- 

layas, China, etc.). Delacour’s book adds a certain amount of recent knowledge to 
this, but the main ground covered is mainly on habits in captivity and methods of 
management, as one would expect from an author whose collections at Cléres were 
famous. There are general sections on such topics and on the characteristics and rela- 
tionships of each group; then the bulk of the book is given to a systematic treatment 
of the forty-nine species and 122 sub-species of pheasants, covering descriptions, keys 
to sub-species, ranges (usefully summarized in maps) and habits in captivity. The plates 
concentrate on delineating the birds, but one or two of the species (for example the 
blue peafowl and the crested argus) have whole plates to themselves with pleasing 
backgrounds. (598-2) 


ADVENTURES AMONG BIRDS. W. H. Hudson. Introduction by Richard 
Curle. Dent, 8s.6d. 19°6 cm. 336 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Uniform Edition) 
This collection of articles was first published in book form in 1913, and so belongs to the 
late middle period of Hudson’s writings. The subjects which form the starting points for 
each of the twenty-seven chapters are widely varied—from wild geese on the Norfolk 
saltings to Dartford warblers on the Hampshire heaths and ring ouzels on the Derby- 
shire moors—but each, apart from the characteristically clear writing and appreciation 
of the whole scene, including the human element, has also the authentic stamp of 
first-hand observation. Many writers cannot observe and many observers cannot 
write, but Hudson excelled at both. (598-2) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 
THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MEDICAL PRACTICE. 
2nd edition. 12 volumes and an Index. Under the general editorship of the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Horder. Vol. 6. Butterworth, 60s. 24°5 cm. 728 pages. Illustrations. References. 
Index. 
The fifty contributions in Volume 6, Gastritis to Hypermetropia, include eight on 
blood conditions and twelve on diseases of the heart; the remaining chapters are on 
such diverse specialties of medicine as German Measles, Guinea-Worm Disease, Heat 
Therapy, Heredity and Constitution and Hyperchlorhydria. The high standard of 
content and production is maintained, and each volume as it appears confirms the 
view that the Encyclopaedia is a unique contribution to world medical literature. 
(610°3) 
PSYCHOLOGY, RELIGION AND HEALING. Leslie D. Weatherhead. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 25s. 22°8 cm. 544 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The minister of the City Temple, London, has written what is probably the most 
comprehensive account in one volume of methods of healing through mind and 
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spirit. The first part is a historical survey of methods of healing through religion and 
psychology in which the miracles of Christ are carefully examined. Modern methods 
of religious healing are critically considered. A section on contemporary psychological 
practice contains a clear and balanced statement of the theories of Freud, Adler, Jung 
and McDougall, and an assessment of techniques employing the principles of more 
than one school of thought. It is Dr. Weatherhead’s main contention that the com- 
plete integration of the personality requires the service of psychology and religion 
and he outlines a technique tested by himself in the course of his ministry which com- 
bines both. His book is a notable contribution to the study of the subject. (615-85) 


MUIR’S TEXT-BOOK OF PATHOLOGY. 6th edition revised by D. F. 

Cappell. Edward Arnold, sos. 22-8 cm. 1,110 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Important advances in the clinical, experimental and endocrine branches of pathology 
have been incorporated in the first edition of this classical text-book to appear since 
1941. Still abundantly illustrated with microphotographs and well produced, the book 
retains Sir Robert Muir’s original arrangement, the chief morbid processes being dis- 
cussed in Chapters 1-7, and the various systems of the body and the diseases to which 
they are subject in Chapters 8-19. Although the text-book is written for the medical 
student, the postgraduate also will find it a reliable guide. The short bibliography 
includes works of historical interest. (616) 


THE APPROACH TO CARDIOLOGY. Crichton Bramwell. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 17s.6d. 22-8 cm. 132 pages. Illustrations. Charts. References. Index. 
Collected in this small volume is the substance of the lectures given by the Professor 
of Cardiology in the University of Manchester as part of an introductory course for 
students during their first six months in hospital to bridge the gap between pre- 
clinical and clinical studies. He illustrates the application of pre-clinical studies to the 
general principles of cardiology, including technical aspects, and makes no attempt 
to cover the whole field. This small monograph will be a useful addition to medical 
school libraries. (616-1) 


THE PRACTICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF MODERN CARDIO- 
LOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS. T. E. Lowe, H. B. Kay, H. A. Luke. 
Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (Lon- 
don), 458. 22°8 cm. 206 pages. 47 photographs. 13 figures. Bibliographies. Index. 

The authors, highly qualified medical men associated with the Alfred Hospital, 

Melbourne, submitted this monograph as the Stawell Memorial Prize Essay of the 

British Medical Association (Victorian Branch) for 1949. In emphasizing the practical 

significance of investigations in their field the writers have relied largely on their own 

observation, though not to the neglect of the literature of the subject. Recent tech- 
niques of both experimental and clinical cardiology are discussed, and the book is 
divided into three parts, dealing respectively with the techniques, the cardiac condi- 
tions mainly elucidated by techniques, and cardiac conditions in which techniques are 
of secondary value. (616-1) 


CLINICAL PRACTICE IN INFECTIOUS DISEASES: for Students, 
Practitioners and Medical Officers. E. H. R. Harries and M. Mitman, with the colla- 
boration of Ian Taylor. 4th edition. Livingstone, 30s. 22-2 cm. 727 pages. 20 plates 
and 48 figures (some in colour). Tables. References. Index. 

Though their book is based on lectures given to students in London and Birmingham 

Universities, the authors have aimed at providing a comprehensive account of the 
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clinical aspects of the acute specific infectious diseases to which the physician also may 
refer for the elucidation of problems in modern fever practice. An important change 
is the inclusion of a chapter on Q fever by Dr. E. H. Derrick, Deputy Director of the 
Queensland Institute of Medical Research, which replaces an account of relapsing 
fever in earlier editions. The text has been well revised to cover accepted and up-to- 
date methods of diagnosis and treatment, including the sulphonamides and anti- 
biotics. An appendix has been added summarizing facilities available to practitioners 
and medical officers of health through the Public Health Laboratory Service of Eng- 
land and Wales. The basic references are well selected and provide a valuable guide 
to readers. (616-9) 


MEDICAL DISORDERS DURING PREGNANCY. Edited by Stanley 
Clayton and Samuel Oram. Churchill, 25s. 22-2 cm. 351 pages. 28 figures. Tables. 
References. Index. 

Eight specialists on the staff of King’s College Hospital, and two formerly connected 

with it, contribute to this book which describes for obstetricians and physicians recent 

advances in the diagnosis and treatment of medical disorders occurring during preg- 
nancy. Some aspects of pre-eclamptic toxaemia have been included, this being closely 
related to essential hypertension, but otherwise disorders which accompany pregnancy 
and are primarily the concern of the obstetrician have been excluded. A chapter by 

Mr. Clayton on maternal physiology during pregnancy, the puerperium and lacta- 

tion, provides an interesting introduction, and Dr. Denis Hill in fifty pages gives a 

valuable review of the psychiatric aspects of pregnancy. The book admirably fills a 

gap in British medical literature. (618) 


Engineering 

A NEW APPROACH TO ENGINEERING TOLERANCES. A 
Critical Presentation of the Considerations Necessary for the Allocation and Main- 
tenance of Realistic Tolerances in Modern Economic Production. J. Gilson. 
Machinery Publishing Co., 10s.6d. 21-6 cm. 99 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

It is pointed out that there exists a need for a greater appreciation of many of the basic 

practical factors involved in establishing a properly balanced system of manufacturing 

tolerances, and accordingly the various aspects of the production problem are dis- 

cussed. Of particular interest are the views of the author, a production engineer of 

considerable experience, on the practical effects of the laws of probability upon the 

degree of fit of mating parts made between limits. The book should be of great value 

to designers and draughtsmen. (620-04) 


RESISTANCE STRAIN GAUGES, THEIR CONSTRUCTION AND 
USE. J. Yarnell. Electronic Engineering, 12s.6d. 22-5 cm. 128 pages. Plates. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A concise account of the various aspects of resistance gauge work, including a descrip- 

tion of the methods of manufacture of various types of cements and associated instru- 

mentation and circuits. A chapter is provided dealing with the special problem of 

slipring design for strain gauge measurements on rotating machine elements and a 

brief description is given of the use of strain sensitive lacquers in connection with 

stress analysis work. Finally there is an account of the basic theory of stress and strain 
in two dimensions and various analytical methods are applied to strain gauge rosettes. 
(620-112) 
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——Mechanical 

GAUGING AND MEASURING SCREW THREADS. National Physical 
Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 24°4 cm. 116 pages. 7 plates. 62 figures. 
30 tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. (Notes on Applied Science No. 1) 

A revised edition of a pamphlet, Notes on Screw Gauges, which was intended to assist 

firms who were unfamiliar with the accuracy required in the manufacture and testing 

of gauges. The very comprehensive revision brings the original matter up to date and 

enlarges the scope to meet current requirements. The additions include information 

relating to the Unified Screw Thread System and to the measurements and gauging 

of tapered threads. (621-94) 


THE ‘M.E.” LATHE MANUAL. Edgar T. Westbury. Percival Marshall, 

12s.6d. 22-2 cm. 167 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. 70 diagrams in text. Index. 
A very comprehensive survey of the small lathe as a workshop tool. The book is of 
value,to the novice both for introducing him to current practice and in suggesting the 
basic qualities of lathe design to be searched for when acquiring a machine for model 
making. The interest of the trained operative may well be stimulated by the variety 
of tasks which the author has accomplished on a lathe when time is of secondary 
importance. The illustrations are clear and excellently reproduced, but unfortunately 
in the chapter on Lathe Design errors in proof-reading and the lack of cross-references 
in the text reduce their value. (621.94) 


——Structural 
A STUDY OF THE VOUSSOIR ARCH. A.J. Sutton Pippard and Letitia 
Chitty. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 22-5 cm. 58 pages. Plates. Charts. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. (National Building Studies Research Paper, No. 11) 
A report of research carried out for the Building Research Station in the Civil 
Engineering Department of the Imperial College of Science and Technology to 
obtain a rational basis of design of a voussoir arch, a survey of the methods in use 
having shown that these were largely empirical. One of the objects of the investiga- 
tion was to assess the load-bearing capacity, under modern traffic conditions, of 
voussoir arch bridges on roads. The conclusions arrived at after large-scale tests were 
that the voussoir arch is capable of taking much larger loads than had previously been 
thought possible. (624-177) 
Aeronautics 
FLIGHT TO-DAY. J. L. Nayler and E. Ower. 3rd edition. Oxford University 
Press, 7s.6d. 22-2 cm. 172 pages. 40 illustrations. 35 figures in text. Map. Tables. 
Index. 
Although this book will appeal chiefly to budding aviators in their late teens, much of 
it will interest the general reader. Beginning with simple aerodynamics, it explains in 
non-technical language the present system of instructional flying, the design and con- 
struction of aeroplanes, and describes autogiros, helicopters and balloons. Chapters 
are devoted to piston engines, jet propulsion and gas turbines, airways, the weather 
and gliding, and the book concludes with an account of the aeroplane in the recent 
war. (629-1) 
Agriculture 
GREAT FARMERS. Sir James A. Scott Watson and May Elliot Hobbs. New 
edition. Faber, 21s. 22:2 cm. 338 pages. 24 illustrations. Index. 
An attractive account, in terms of personalities, of the progress made by British agri- 
culturalists since the beginning of the nineteenth century. It was first published in 
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1937 and in this edition a great deal of material has been rewritten and added; there 
are new chapters on grassland and poultry husbandry. The fourteen chapters can be 
said to fall into three groups: the first deals with land reclamation, the introduction and 
growth of mechanization and the development of scientific farming as a whole; the 
second gives a fine account of the work of our livestock improvers and contains much 
to interest overseas agriculturalists; and finally we are introduced to the perhaps lesser 
known but vitally important figures who pioneered agricultural schools, education, 
etc. Although not intended as a serious or comprehensive history of British agriculture 
over the past 150 years, this book has considerable value in that field. (630-942) 


THRESHING AND CONDITIONING OF HERBAGE, ROOT, 
AND VEGETABLE SEED CROPS. 2nd edition. Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 24-4. cm. 38 pages. 8 illustrations. 3 diagrams. 
5 tables. Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin No. 130) 

The present (revised) edition covers equipment used for threshing—the standard 

thresher, the clover huller and hulling attachments, the combine harvester, the 30-in. 

seed sheller, and other small threshers; the threshing of grasses, clovers, and root and 
vegetable seeds, and the conditioning necessary before storage if germination and 

keeping qualities are not to be impaired. (633) 


Animal Husbandry 
THE PARASITES OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS. A Manual for Veterinary 
Students and Surgeons. Thomas W. M. Cameron. 2nd edition. Black, 38s. 22°5 cm. 
436 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 170 illustrations and diagrams. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 
This revised and much enlarged edition of a work first published in 1934 under the 
title The Internal Parasites of Domestic Animals will be welcome to students. The addi- 
tional sections are on leeches and arthropod parasites—the latter a specially useful 
extension of the field now that DDT and gammexane have helped so much with 
insect control—and add to the comprehensiveness of a work which already covers the 
life histories and distribution of protozoan and helminth parasites, immunity res- 
ponses of the hosts, therapeutics, prevention and techniques of study. The diagram- 
matic lists of parasites for various of the commoner domestic animals form a useful 
practical guide to preliminary diagnosis. (636-0896) 


Cookery 

THE MASTER BOOK OF DESSERT PIES AND SWEETS. Henry 
Smith. Practical Press, 16s. 19°3 cm. 324 pages. 24 illustrations. Index. (Master 
Recipe Books) 

Those to whom the provision of a sweet once or twice a day is a recurrent problem 

will find the latest addition to this series an invaluable source both of recipes and of 

ideas. Separate chapters are devoted to pastry making, custards and jellies, steamed 

puddings, gateaux, fruit salads, meringues and soufflés, ice-creams and miscellaneous 

sweets. The instructions are clear and the excellent illustrations give an indication of 

the imaginative (rather than economical) use of ingredients favoured by the author. 

(641-85) 

Inns 

ENGLISH INNS ILLUSTRATED. Introduction by General Sir Colville 
Wemyss. Odhams Press, 128.6d. 25-4 cm. 128 pages. Illustrations. Index. (Britain 
Illustrated) 

Thanks to the motor-car, the English inn is enjoying renewed prosperity; but for this, 

many illustrated here would have disappeared. Pictured, with brief details of their 
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history, are many delightful examples of domestic architecture of the fifteenth to the 
early nineteenth century, with others making more modest demands for inclusion. 
Perhaps not all the claims advanced for it in the introduction can be justified, but the 
English inn undoubtedly has its place in a series illustrating Britain. (647-94) 


Printing Industry: Processes 

THE ART OF LETTERPRESS MACHINING. Jack Deller. Foreword by 
F. T. Colley. Pitman, 15s. 22-5 cm. 175 pages. 4 plates. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Index. 

A long-needed work on the machining side of the letterpress craft by a machine- 

minder who has the ability of conveying facts and opinions on everyday work in the 

pressroom in a lucid and concise manner. A mass of practical hints covering the causes 

and cures of the many problems associated with slur, wipe, picking, rising spaces, 

setting off, creasing, static electricity, etc., are given, and there are chapters on ink 

difficulties, rollers, numbering, colour process work, varnishing, and the maintenance 

of letterpress machines. (6553) 


LETTERPRESS MACHINE WORK. Richard George Radford. 2 vols. 

Staples Press, 25s. each. 22 cm. 270: 250 pages. Illustrations. Plates. Tables. Diagrams. 
This work is a carefully revised and amended edition of a correspondence course 
given by the author (former head of the Letterpress Department, London School of 
Printing) to the Forces. It also covers most of the Intermediate and Final Machine and 
Presswork syllabus of the City and Guilds of London Institute. It deals adequately with 
the care and adjustment of the various platens, the vertical job press, the Wharfedale, 
the Michle and the L. & M. two-colour machine, with detailed instructions on make- 
ready and register. There are also valuable chapters on paper problems, inks, feeders, 
motive power, etc. The chapters on related subjects such as imposition, process 
engraving, stereotyping and electrotyping, might have been left out to bring the price 
within easier reach of the average student. (6553) 


Business Management: Standardization 
FIFTY YEARS OF BRITISH STANDARDS, 1901-1951. British 
Standards Institution. Foreword by Sir John Anderson. British Standards Institution, 
10s.6d. 21-6 cm. 103 pages. Photographs. Illustrations. 
In 1901 the Engineering Standards Committee was set up by several interested 
Institutions. Since then it has developed, its activities have covered wider fields, and 
by 1931 it had become the well-known British Standards Institution, whose fifty 
years’ history is recounted here. The book is written in an easy, readable style, and 
besides telling the history of the Standard movement in Britain, and its influence on 
other countries, it explains the importance of standards in industry and in everyday 
life; it also introduces us to the outstanding men of the movement. (658-51) 
Wine , 
THE PLAIN MAN’S GUIDE TO WINE. Raymond Postgate. Michael 
Joseph, 8s.6d. 19 cm. 136 pages. Map. Index. 
Mr. Postgate provides more than he promises, for, while the Plain Man is instructed 
in the elements of the subject and given a summary ‘on a postcard’ of the necessary 
minimum of knowledge, even sophisticated wine drinkers are likely to find the 
authoritative survey which follows of wider scope than is covered by their own 
experience. Separate chapters deal with Wines Before Food; Claret, Burgundy and 
Other French Wines; Champagne and Other Sparkling Wines; Rhenish; Still Wines 
of Other Countries; Dessert Wines; and Spirits. (663-2) 
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Metallography 

THE HARDNESS OF METALS. David Tabor. Oxford University Press, 
15s. 21-6 cm. 184 pages. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Monographs on 
the Physics and Chemistry of Materials) 

Dr. Tabor has been engaged in research on the hardness of metals for some years, first 

in Australia and since then in Cambridge University. Although hardness measure- 

ments have been used for many years for assessing the mechanical properties of metals, 

the physical basis of hardness values is still obscure, and it is to this problem that the 

present book is addressed. It shows how the hardness behaviour of metals may be 

expressed in terms of their elastic and plastic characteristics. (669-016) 


Metal Manufactures 

POWDER METALLURGY. Ministry of Supply. H.M. Stationery Office, 18s. 
24°7 cm. 164 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliographies. (Selected Govern- 
ment Research Reports, Vol. 9) 

The ten Reports here presented deal respectively with the surface energies of metals 

and alloys; the examination of sintered metal components; some properties of 

engineering iron powders; production of iron powder by electrodeposition; German 

sintered iron bearings; trials of sintered iron driving bands for 20-mm. Oerlikon 

ammunition; sintered iron-copper compacts; an aluminium alloy made by powder 

metallurgy; notes on German developments in non-carbide powder metallurgy 

(1939-45); and the tensile strength of titanium at various temperatures. (671-37) 


Building Construction: Wood 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY (INTERMEDIATE). Edited by A. E. 
Bridgwood. Newnes, 35s. 22:2 cm. 498 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 
Index. (Newnes Craftsmen’s Series) 
An excellent work, edited by a practical man who is also a teacher of the subject; it is 
intended for the use of entrants for the City and Guilds of London examination. The 
treatment is comprehensive rather than detailed, although no important craft process 
has been missed. It is in line with modern practice, except that the provisions of the 
Ministry of Works Timber Economy Bulletin are not mentioned. The chapters on 
setting-out (notably the geometry), on locks and hinges, and on site work are valuable 
for the information they contain, which is not readily accessible elsewhere. There is 
to be a companion volume, dealing with work of double curvature, hand-railing and 
other advanced matters. (694) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


TREASURES IN EDINBURGH. Ian Finlay. Longmans, Green for The British 
Council, 2s. 21 cm. 48 pages. 31 plates. Illustrations on cover and in text. Plan. Paper 
bound. (Treasures Series) 

The fourth pamphlet in a pleasantly produced series illustrating selected treasures in 

the fine and applied arts belonging to Britain’s cities. Scotland’s capital contains many 

such treasures from the royal Scottish crown to paintings by Tiepolo and an eighteenth- 
century Chinese plate depicting two highlanders in national dress. The author is on 

the staff of the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. (708) 


THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF ART. Amold Hauser. Translated in colla- 
boration with the author by Stanley Godman. 2 vols. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 42s. 
24°5 cm. 1,022 pages. 143 illustrations. Notes. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The subject of this major work, one of the most stimulating books on art history to 

appear in recent years, is the relationship between art and society. Artistic movements, 
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theories and revolutions, with their accompanying technical and organization changes, 
are related to their social context in a masterly historical survey which begins with 
prehistoric times and the ancient urban cultures of Egypt, Babylon and Crete, and 
finishes with the modern film age. In tracing the essential characteristics of an epoch 
the author reveals expert knowledge of literature, philosophy, political thought and 
art history which gives an unusual breadth and quality to his work; he is as com- 
prehensive as Spengler and far more readable. Dr. Hauser, a Hungarian by birth, has 
been a naturalized British subject since 1948; he has taught art history in Vienna and 
Budapest and published many articles. (709) 


MODERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL ART. Rex Battarbee. Angus 
& Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 63s. 29-3 cm. $5 pages. 12 photographs. 21 colour 
plates. 

How primitive aborigines of the Arunta tribe, their artistic propensities long sup- 

pressed by tribal taboos, seized the opportunity offered by visiting artists, notably Rex 

Battarbee, and took up painting after European techniques, is a story of great interest. 

The phenomenal success of Albert Namatjira, whose enthusiasm and acute observation 

offset lack of instruction, is explained in this book. There are further chapters describ- 

ing the work and life of Namatjira’s tribal relatives, many of them competent painters. 

T. G. H. Strehlow, an authority on the Australian aboriginal, supplies an instructive 

foreword. The illustrations enhance the appearance of an already attractive book. 

(709-01) 

CHINESE EXPORT ART IN THE 18TH CENTURY. Margaret 
Jourdain and R. Soame Jenyns. Country Life, 63s. 28-5 cm. 152 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece. 144 plates. List of illustrations. Index. 

This last book by the late Margaret Jourdain, the noted expert on the history of 

furniture and interior decoration, is an important contribution to the study of an 

unfamiliar aspect of connoisseurship. Miss Jourdain and her collaborator do not set 
out to trace the cultural influence of Chinese upon Western Art (as expressed, for 
example, in the chinoiserie mirrors of Thomas Chippendale), but examine the works 
of art which were made in China itself during the greater part of the Manchu dynasty 
(1644-1912) for export to European markets. These included porcelain, lacquered 
furniture and screens, painted paper-hangings, silks and miscellaneous objects in 
enamel, ivory, mother-of-pearl and tortoiseshell. Based often on western models such 
works of art are distinguished by their characteristic Chinese flavour of design and 
decoration. Miss Jourdain’s text describes the organization of the factories at Canton 
and the people who commissioned or bought Chinese ‘export art’, with detailed 
analyses of the objects themselves according to each category of material. The collo- 
type plates are of a high standard though more colour plates would have been wel- 
come in a book of this price and scope. (709°51) 


Architecture 

AN INVENTORY OF THE ANCIENT AND HISTORICAL 
MONUMENTS OF THE CITY OF EDINBURGH. Royal Com- 
mission on the Ancient Monuments of Scotland. H.M. Stationery Office, 45s. 
27°9 cm. 370 pages. 431 illustrations. Maps. Glossary. Index. 

This important volume constitutes ‘an Inventory of the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments and Constructions connected with or illustrative of the contemporary 

culture, civilization, and conditions of life of the people in Scotland from the earliest 

times to the year 1707’. It deals with the City of Edinburgh, its suburban districts and 
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the port of Leith. There are many excellent photographs among the illustrations, 
architectural and heraldic terms explained in the glossary, and a list is given of those 
monuments which are deemed most worthy of preservation. (720.941) 


THE AGE OF WREN. Ralph Dutton. Batsford, 42s. 25-4 cm. 136 pages. 157 
illustrations (2 colour plates). Drawings in text. Index. (British Art and Building) 
Ralph Dutton is the author of many excellent books which have dealt principally 
(though not exclusively) with English domestic and landscape architecture and 
decoration. In his latest work he surveys with characteristic urbanity and scholarship 
the half century from the Restoration to the first decade of George I—a period in 
which, to use the author’s words, ‘to many the architecture . . . must seem the most 
sympathetic which has ever been produced in this country.’ It was the time of Wren, 
Vanbrugh, Gibbs, Archer, Hawksmoor and of many able provincial architects, and it 
was also an age of supreme craftsmanship in carving, sculpture and mural painting. 
Excellent illustrations embellish this pleasant and informative volume. (720-942) 


WREN: HIS WORK AND HIS TIMES. John Lindsey. Rich & Cowan, 16s. 
21°2 cm. 256 pages. 32 plates including portraits. Chronological list of Wren’s 
works. Index. 

Mr. Lindsey’s book is not primarily architectural or biographical; it is a popular 

discursive attempt to place in his seventeenth-century environment Sir Christopher 

Wren, the architect of St. Paul’s and of the great series of churches in the City of 

London. Yet Wren was not only a very great architect, he was an inventor and an 

astronomer of distinction, an anatomist, a politician, a town-planner. It is a merit of 

this book that it does justice to the width of his full genius. It outlines his life, records 
his achievements and sets the scene with such offstage events as the Plague and the Fire 

and with a backcloth of the magnificently conceived Cathedral itself. (720-942) 


THE BUILDINGS OF ENGLAND: MIDDLESEX. Edited by Nikolaus 
Pevsner. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 18 cm. 208 pages. 86 illustrations. Map. Glossary. 
Indexes. 

This third volume in a new and promising series follows closely the lines of the first 

two. A general chapter discussing the county’s architectural traditions is followed by 

the main part of the book listing separately the features of each town and village. 

There are excellent plates, an illustrated glossary of architectural terms and indexes of 

artists and places. (720°942) 


Drawing 
THE DRAWINGS OF RICHARD WILSON. Brinsley Ford. Faber, 
27s.6d. 28-5 cm. 69 pages. 90 plates. Catalogue of Plates. Bibliography. Index. 

Wilson (1714-82), one of England’s greatest landscape painters, lived in Italy between 
1750-7 (the period to which belong most of his extant drawings) popularizing on his 
return to England classical conceptions of landscape art. His drawings, never before 
separately studied, are here examined from many aspects including the difficult prob- 
lem of distinguishing between Wilson’s work and that of his pupils; the representa- 
tive selection of plates contains examples from the recently discovered Dartmouth 
series. Mr. Ford's book, besides being a useful piece of research, may also be regarded 
as a pendant to the important exhibition of Wilson’s Paintings and Drawings held in 
Birmingham and London in 1948. (741°9) 
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Bookbinding 
BOOKBINDING BY HAND FOR STUDENTS AND CRAFTSMEN. 
Laurence Town. Faber, 21s. 22°6 cm. 281 pages. 212 diagrams. Index. 

A textbook describing hand bookbinding technique written primarily for schools and 
technical colleges. The author, who is Lecturer in Crafts at St. John’s College, York, 
gives a detailed account of the processes known as ‘forwarding’ through which a 
book passes until it is covered in leather—i.e. sewing, glueing the sections of leaves, 
backing, lacing the boards, etc. Numerous diagrams by the author are placed in the 
text near the description of each process. The artistic aspect of bookbinding design is 
scarcely touched upon, but schools and colleges will find this a useful book for craft 


teaching. (745°5) 


Clocks 
IN QUEST OF CLOCKS. Kenneth Ullyett. Rockcliff, 25s. 22-5 cm. 289 
pages. Coloured frontispiece. 84 plates. 28 text illustrations. Index. 

A comprehensive account of the historical aspect of clockmaking and clock collect- 
ing. Two chapters of Glossary early in the book familiarize the reader with the termi- 
nology of the subject. Subsequent chapters relate the history of clockmaking as shown 
in the work of England’s leading craftsmen from the Fromanteels (seventeenth 
century) to the Vulliamy family who were Royal clockmakers until 1854. A chapter 
each is devoted to American clockmakers and to Japanese clocks, and the book con- 
cludes with a time chart and an appendix listing English clockmakers. The illustra- 
tions and diagrams make this a useful book for general reference as well as providing 
collectors with the background knowledge of their subject. (749) 


Painting 
A HUNDRED YEARS OF BRITISH PAINTING, 1851-1951. 
Hesketh Hubbard. Longmans, Green, 30s. 23 cm. 387 pages. 126 illustrations. List 
of plates. Bibliography. Index. 
This volume by the President of the Royal Society of British Artists covers the same 
ground as Anthony Bertram’s A Century of British Painting (noticed in British Book 
News, July 1951), but approaches the subject from a different aspect. Mr. Bertram 
wrote of the principal artistic movements and aesthetic changes in British painting. 
Mr. Hubbard, applying a closer lens, describes the organization of the art world, the 
practical activities of the art societies, galleries and picture-dealers’ business, and the 
series of important exhibitions which introduced painters’ work to the public. He is 
factual, detailed and immensely informative. If it is sometimes difficult to see the wood 
for the trees the usefulness of so much information carefully collected (and well 
indexed) is ample compensation. The selection of plates is commendable for its catho- 
licity and freedom from contemporary fashions. (759°2) 


DUTCH PAINTING OF THE GREAT PERIOD, 1650-1697. W. 
Martin. Translated from the Dutch by D. Horning. Batsford, 63s. 27-5 cm. 401 
pages including 337 plates (14 in colour). Notes on the Plates. Bibliography. Index. 

The plates in this impressive publication are the largest corpus of Dutch seventeenth- 

century painting available for study in a single volume. They are introduced by a 

thirty-one-page introduction by Professor Martin, a leading Dutch authority, in 

which the different classes of painting (portraits, landscape, animal pieces, marine 
scenery, topographical views, still lifes) are discussed and brief notes supplied on lead- 
ing painters. Thirty-eight pages of descriptive notes analyse the plates with details of 
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colour, topography, history, etc., as necessary. All the pictures reproduced are from 
Dutch museums and galleries, paintings in foreign collections being omitted. Students 
will need therefore to supplement their studies with other books (e.g. Wilenski’s 
Dutch Painting, 2nd edition, 1947), but Professor Martin’s noble collection of plates 
provide an indispensable reference-book for anyone interested in Dutch painting of 
“the golden age’. (759-9492) 


VINCENT VAN GOGH IN FULL COLOUR. Phaidon Press, 21s. 31 cm. 
19 pages of text. 50 colour plates. List of plates. 
The Phaidon Press, long noted for their enterprising, finely produced publications, 
have chosen Van Gogh as the artist for their first full-colour volume. Fifty magni- 
ficent plates of very high standard reproduce the vigorously laid “metallic strips of 
colour’ and rapid, flame-like brush-strokes which characterize this painter’s work. In 
the last two decades Van Gogh has become one of the world’s most popular artists; the 
Phaidon Press, who helped to establish his present position by their pre-war volume 
of his paintings, are to be congratulated on now making available at a most modest 
price this superb collection of colour plates reproducing not only the well-known 
“Sunflowers’ and ‘Cornfield’, but also other pictures never before shown in full 
colour. A short essay by Wilhelm Uhde introduces the volume. (759-9492) 


THE PAINTINGS OF RUSSELL DRYSDALE. With an Essay by Joseph 
Burke. Ure Smith (Sydney, Australia), 63s. 29-3 cm. 52 pages. Portrait. 17 line 
drawings. 15 colour plates. 

Drysdale, whose work is highly regarded in Australia, has also exhibited successfully 

in London. In this collection his richly coloured and forceful paintings are well repre- 

sented. Various Australian landscapes are depicted: the ant-hills of the inland plains, 
eroded farming lands, a homestead devastated by bush-fires, the streets of small country 
towns. Troops sleeping on Albury railway station are realistically presented; and two 
of Drysdale’s characters, the drover’s wife and Joe, the café proprietor, share the 
significance of types as well as portraits. The book is carefully and artistically produced 
and contains an introductory essay by the Professor of Fine Arts in the University of 
Melbourne. (759°994) 


Cinematography 

COLOUR CINEMATOGRAPHY. Adrian Cornwell-Clyne. 3rd edition, 
revised and enlarged. Chapman & Hall, 84s. 23cm. 780 pages. 56 plates (some in 
colour). Illustrations and diagrams in text. Indexes. 

Major Cornwell-Clyne is well known for his work on colour cinematography, and 

here brings up to date what has become a standard work on the subject since its first 

appearance in 1936. It is an exhaustive survey and includes details of the developments 

in the technique of motion picture colour film during the last ten years. (778-5) 


Music 
OPERA FOR AMATEURS. Frederick Woodhouse. Dobson, 6s. 19 cm. 
93 pages. List of operas. (Student’s Music Library) 


The author’s wide experience of opera and of production is evinced in a highly divert- 
ing manner in this small book, which should prove a valuable guide for the amateur 
of opera and for local operatic societies. The beginning chapters deal with explana- 
tions of what opera is, or should be, and do much to remove prejudice against it. The 
later chapters generally discuss singers, conductors, producers, action and stage setting, 
and the more obvious pitfalls which may beset amateur productions. A useful list 
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of operas suitable for amateurs and schools is provided, although it seems a little odd 
that no mention is ever made of Benjamin Britten’s Let’s Make an Opera. _—_ (782-1) 


THE WORLD OF GILBERT AND SULLIVAN. W. A. Darlington. 
Nevill, 13s. 22-2 cm. 167 pages. 11 illustrations. 
A revised edition, prepared for English readers, of an American publication. In this 
wholly admirable book on those peers of Victorian comic opera, W. S. Gilbert and 
Arthur Sullivan, Mr. Darlington, a well-known London dramatic critic, has been 
concerned to re-create the background of the Gilbert and Sullivan world and to 
explain the local and topical allusions of Gilbert’s libretti—often more satirical than 
is, nowadays, realized. Writing as a devotee, he has given a vivid account of a partner- 
ship that has delighted audiences for over seventy years. (782°6) 


THE SONGS OF DELIUS. A. K. Holland. Oxford University Press, 3s. 
16°5 cm. $6 pages. Musical examples. Notes. Chronological list. Paper bound. 
(Musical Pilgrim Series) 

The songs of Frederick Delius (1862-1934) do not form a large part of his total output, 

nor were they written at any one specific period of his life. He wrote them whenever 

the mood suited him, and, as Mr. Holland points out, Delius is unique amongst 
modern song writers as having chosen texts in half a dozen languages. The author 
supplies a clear answer to these fluctuations, which indeed penetrate to the root of 

Delius’s peculiarly individual style. The songs are here divided into groups according 

to the language they are set in, and are admirably discussed and analysed. (784-3) 


THE VOICE. An Introduction to Practical Phonology. W. A. Aikin. New edition 
by H. St. John Rumsey. Longmans, Green, 15s. 22°2 cm. 175 pages. 10 illustrations. 
12 diagrams. Pronunciation chart. 

Here is a basis, through phonology, the science of vocal sound for ultimate perfection 

in voice production, for the teacher and student of language, elocution and music. As 

pointed out in the introduction, ‘the real principles of voice training have to be applied 
from within and must be based upon phonological laws which govern the sounding 
properties of the organs themselves’. The value of this excellent book would be con- 
siderably enhanced if recordings could be made available to illustrate the exercises. 
(784-93) 

THE RECORD GUIDE. Edward Sackville-West and Desmond Shawe-Taylor. 

Collins, 30s. 23 cm. 768 pages. Alphabetical list of performers. 


To the gramophile, and especially to the initiated collector, The Record Guide is the 
most complete answer to his purchasing problems. It is the work of two enthusiasts 
who are blessed with a broad approach to music and who have a widely varied ex- 
perience in the field of recorded music and the technique of recording. It is inevitable 
that the seasoned collector will disagree with the choice and degree of merit awarded 
to many discs, but in the main the advice is sound and ably offered; the introduction 
is a mine of information in itself. Perhaps in future editions some of the valuable space 
now taken up with copious notes could be used to include a wider range of recordings. 


(789°9) 
Puppets 
PLAYS FOR PUPPETS. Edited and introduced by Jan Bussell. Faber, 9s.6d. 
19°§ cm. 191 pages. 
Seven good and varied short plays: The Surprising Story of Alfred, Warder of the Tower, 
by L. du Garde Peach, now first published; The Strolling Clerk from Paradise, by Hans 
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Sachs, translated by Philip Wayne; The Brigands of the Black Forest, a French melo- 
drama, translated by Jan Bussell; Three Wishes, by T. Maynard Parker, adapted by 
Jan Bussell; The Four Little Goats, by Jan Grabowski—music and translation from the 
Polish by Helen Wilson Zeligowska; The Cat and the Kingdom, by Dorothea Bussell ; 
Fly by Night, by Edith Lanchester and Jan Bussell. The editor, who is director of the 
famous Hogarth Puppets, provides production notes for each play, stresses that puppet 
plays should be specially written for puppets, and emphasizes the essential qualities 
required—fantasy, simplicity, overstatement and even human impossibility. (791-5) 


The Theatre 

DRAMA, 1945-1950. J. C. Trewin. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 
2s.6d. 20°3 cm. $6 pages. 19 illustrations. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Arts in 
Britain) 

This small volume, by the well-known dramatic critic and author, is a summation of 

the English drama of the five post-war years. J. C. Trewin writes descriptively and 

critically of the plays that impinged on the theatre conscience of the time, including 

in his survey a few notable ‘musicals’ and farces. The acting of the period is discussed 

in a separate chapter. There is a short list of the most important publications, both 

plays and works on the theatre. (792-0942) 


THEATRE OF TWO DECADES. Audrey Williamson. Introduction 
by J. C. Trewin. Rockliff, 25s. 22-2 cm. 407 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 
71 photographs. Index. 

Miss Williamson appears to have seen every siselantiin of any importance in the 

London theatre for the past twenty years, and her memory is as vivid as it is retentive. 

She writes of plays and players, dramatic literature and theatrical technique, with a 

discrimination which tempers admirably her enthusiasm for everything that is good 

in its own kind. This book is one of the most enjoyable, and most compendious, 
surveys of the period which have yet appeared. The author’s previous publications 

include Old Vic Drama and Contemporary Ballet. (792-0942) 


EDWARDIAN THEATRE. A. E. Wilson. Barker, 21s. 22-2 cm. 256 pages. 
68 illustrations. Index. 


The period of 1901-10 was one of spaciousness and leisure in England, and the theatre 
reflected the times. A. E. Wilson, dramatic critic of the London evening paper, The Star, 
recalls Sir Henry Irving’s last days at the beginning of the century, and pays tribute 
to Ellen Terry, to other famous partnerships, to the actor-managers, and the touring 
companies. He writes of the season at the Court Theatre, an enterprise which linked the 
era with a later time and ushered in new dramatists and new methods of production, 
and concludes with the musical comedies for which the era was famous. (792-0942) 


REFLECTIONS ON THE THEATRE. Jean-Louis Barrault. Translated 
from the French by Barbara Wall. Rockliff, 21s. 22-2 cm. 197 pages. 8 plates. 20 line 
drawings (4 in colour). Illustrated endpapers. Index. 

This fascinating book is from the French edition of 1949; it contains the original 

drawings by Bérard, Balthus, Cabanne, etc. From the recollections and confessions 

of this famous French actor, one of the greatest exponents of mime, is revealed some- 
thing of the secret of the actor’s art. Barrault writes of his experiences when he made 
his début under Charles Dullin’s direction, until 1949; of his parting with Dullin, his 
association with Artaud, his entry into La Comédie Frangaise, and the founding of 
his own company. (792-0944) 
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Ballet 
THE DIAGHILEV BALLET IN LONDON. A Personal Record. Cyril W. 
Beaumont. 3rd edition. Black, 25s. 22-2 cm. 375 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 
24 photographs. Index. 
The development of ballet in Britain has depended directly on the work of Diaghilev, 
whose company not only set classical standards of technique and presentation but 
taught English dancers, choreographers, producers and musicians what the art re- 
quired of them. This book, first published by Putnam in 1940 and reprinted with 
illustrations five years later, is the most valuable record by England’s greatest contem- 
porary ballet historian and critic of the impact of this company’s London seasons from 
1912 to 1929. There is a new and fuller introduction, but the photographs have been 
sadly diminished from forty-eight to twenty-four. (792°8) 


A SEAT AT THE BALLET. Caryl Brahms. Evans Bros., 12s. 6d. 22-2 cm. 
152 pages. 17 photographs. Index. 
Miss Brahms, critic, journalist and satiric novelist, discourses from her seat in the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, on the structure of ballet and its place among the 
minor arts. Taking her illustrations from dancers and ballets either to be seen in Lon- 
don now, or from the de Basil and René Blum London seasons of ballet russe before 
the war, she guides the newcomer in the audience to cultivate taste, to assess values 
and to appreciate tradition, writing in that dashing conversational style to whose 
glitter readers of her novels and newspaper notices are affectionately accustomed. 
(792°8) 
Moving Picture Production 
THE YEAR’S WORK IN THE FILM, 1950. Edited by Roger Manvell. 
Longmans, Green for The British Council, 5s. 23-5 cm. 96 pages. 36 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 
The second issue of this annual survey, edited by the Director of the British Film 
Academy, contains, in addition to the regular features, articles on: the work of Sir 
Michael Balcon at Ealing Studios, by Thorold Dickinson, the distinguished film 
director; the regional life of Britain as seen through British films, by Edgar Anstey, 
producer of many well-known documentaries; and the censorship of films in Great 
Britain, by A. T. L. Watkins, Secretary to the British Board of Film Censors. 
(792"93) 
Sports 
MEMOIRS OF A MOUNTAINEER. F. Spencer Chapman. Chatto& Windus, 
16s. 20°3 cm. 446 pages. Frontispiece and 46 illustrations. Folding map. Index. 
In this slightly revised reprint of two of F. S$. Chapman’s narratives, Helvellyn to 
Himalaya and Lhasa: the Holy City, admirers of his war-time record, The Jungle is 
Neutral, will learn how he acquired those remarkable qualities of mind and body which 
sustained him through the experiences recounted therein. His ascent of the 24,000 ft. 
Chomolhari is probably without parallel in mountaineering annals. In that and other 
achievements he displays the ability to make rapid and vital decisions instinctively. 
There is a good deal more than mountaineering in this lively record; his appreciation 
of Tibetan life and character reveals a humane and warm-hearted personality. (796-52) 


SAILING. A Collection of Photographs by Douglas Went. Ross (Southampton) 
in association with Harrap, 12s.6d. Ob. 18-4 cm. 86 pages. 


A good collection of photographs (with brief text) of the ‘action’ kind, showing 
sailing yachts in East Coast waters in all kinds of weather and sometimes in all sorts 
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of difficulties. The photographs are not formal studies, but they will be appreciated 
by the sailing man, particularly if he is a racing enthusiast rather than one who is fond 
of cruising. (797°14) 


HORSES AND HORSEMEN. Hunting, Jumping, Showing, Polo. John 
Board. A. G. Elliot (Right Way Books) (Kingswood, Surrey), 6s. 19 cm. 158 pages. 
Illustrations. 

A well-known British horseman here writes authoritatively on elementary equita- 

tion, hunting etiquette and hunting, point-to-point racing, polo and show jumping, 

deals with equine temperament and includes a chapter on stable management. (798-2) 


THE FISHERMAN’S HANDBOOK. Trout, Salmon and Sea Trout, with 
notes on Coarse Fishing. George Brennand. Ward, Lock, 21s. 22°6 cm. 292 pages. 
8 colour plates. 32 photographs. 80 drawings by Colin Gibson. 37 diagrams. 
Glossary. Index. 

This is a most comprehensive and entertaining book by a writer with profound know- 

ledge of fishing based on wide practical experience in many countries and particularly 

in North Yorkshire and Scotland. One of the best books on the subject published in 

recent years, it also contains an interesting list of other books for ‘fireside fishing’. It 

is excellently produced. (799°1) 


LITERATURE 


Literary Composition Rhetoric 
POETRY AND DRAMA. The Theodore Spencer Memorial Lecture, Harvard 
University, November 21, 1950. T. S. Eliot. Faber, 7s.6d. 22-8 cm. 35 pages. 
After an affectionate tribute to the memory of Theodore Spencer, Mr. Eliot discusses 
poetry as a dramatic medium. He briefly analyses the practice of Shakespeare, W. B. 
Yeats and J. M. Synge, and then passes on to a consideration of his own ‘intentions, 
failures and partial successes’ in Murder in the Cathedral, The Family Reunion and The 
Cocktail Party. The essay is principally concerned with the problems to be solved by 
the poet writing for the theatre today. The chief difficulty, as he sees it, is that of 
writing ‘speech in verse’, poetry which will justify itself dramatically in the first 
instance. ‘If the poetic drama is to reconquer its place’, he concludes, *it must enter 
into overt competition with the prose drama’. Yet the ideal towards which poetic 
drama strives is an unattainable ideal, and that, says Mr. Eliot, is why it interests him. 
(808-2) 
SPEECH TRAINING. A Handbook for Students. A. Musgrave Horner. Black, 
7s.6d, 20-5 cm. 176 pages. 8 figures. Bibliography. Index of selections. 
Intended primarily for teachers and students, this practical book by the Lecturer on 
Speech Training, Stranmills Training College, Belfast, provides what he describes as 
‘a collection of information indispensable to the serious student’. A considerable 
quantity of practice material has been included which affords opportunities of applying 
theory as discussed. (808-5) 


English Poetry 

CLASSICAL INFLUENCES ON ENGLISH POETRY. J. A. K. 
Thomson. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 20-3 cm. 272 pages. Index. 

The object of this book is to give quotations from English and Latin poetry as illustra- 

tive examples of Professor Thomson’s general statements in his Classical Background 

of English Literature. The subject is dealt with by considering separately the main 

literary forms, epic, drama, lyric, satire, etc. The aims, qualities and achievements 


30 





“ss 


of the chief classical authors in these forms are discussed. English authors are then 
shown working on the classical material, aiming at emulating the style and form, or 
producing characteristic work under its influence. The quotations are in Latin with 
translations in the appendix. The book, though somewhat cursory in places, gives 
valuable criticism of both classical and English literature and does deal concretely with 
that vague term ‘influence’. (821) 


THE GREAT SOUTH LAND. An Epic Poem. Rex Ingamells. Georgian 
House (Melbourne, Australia), 42s. 23-5 cm. 352 pages. Bibliography. Notes. End- 
paper map. 

A long poem of nearly eight thousand lines, this work is an attempt to outline the 

history, traditions and spirit of Australia from the earliest times to the present day. 

Written largely in blank verse, but using also verse of freer structure, the poem con- 

tains some moving descriptive and reflective passages. Mr. Ingamells is the founder of 

the Jindyworobak Club, a movement which stresses the importance of the Australian 
environment as an inspiration for poetry. (821-9A) 


English Drama 
TAMBURLAINE THE GREAT. Christopher Marlowe. Heinemann, 4s.6d. 
18-2 cm. 89 pages. (Drama Library) 

The vast blank-verse tragedy of Tamburlaine by the Elizabethan dramatist and poet 
(1564-93) is here reduced to the size of present-day productions especially for pre- 
sentation (the first for 300 years) in the Old Vic, London, winter season of 1951. The 
producer, Tyrone Guthrie, and Donald Wolfit, actor in the title role, in their intro- 
ductions describe how they have achieved the present, and excellent version. (822-3) 


THE TAMING OF THE SHREW. William Shakespeare. Edited by G. B. 
Harrison. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 18 cm. 127 pages. 2 wood-engravings. Notes. 
Glossary. Paper bound. (Penguin Shakespeare) 

This, the twenty-second volume of the excellent Penguin Shakespeare, provides as 

usual a beautifully printed text, edited with scholarly care from the earliest editions; 

introductory essays on the play, the author and the Elizabethan theatre; and concise 
notes and glossary. Dr. Harrison, a well-known English scholar, is Professor of English, 

University of Michigan, U.S.A. (822-3) 


SHERIDAN, 1751-1816. W. A. Darlington. Longmans, Green, for The British 
Council, 1s.6d. 21-5 cm. 29 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Biblio- 
graphical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

Mr. Darlington considers Sheridan to be the most popular English dramatist after 

Shakespeare, purely on account of his superb sense of the theatre. His School for Scandal, 

he claims, is the finest example of the comedy of manners in the English language. 

Sheridan’s success as a dramatist at an early age was only the stepping-stone to his real 

ambition—to become a prominent figure in the world of fashion. Mr. Darlington 

writes of the dramatist, politician and friend of the Prince Regent with a liveliness that 

matches his subject. (822-6) 


English Essays 
BOSWELL’S COLUMN. With introduction and notes by Margery Bailey. 


Kimber, 21s. 24-9 cm. 359 pages. 4 caricatures of Boswell by Samuel Collings, 
engraved by Thomas Rowlandson. 


Seventy essays were contributed to The London Magazine by James Boswell, under the 
pseudonym of ‘The Hypochondriack’, between October 1777 and August 1783; they 
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are here reprinted for the first time in England, from the American edition (with fuller 
editorial matter) published by Stanford University Press, California. They are 
moralizing discourses on such subjects as Love, Death, Drinking, Marriage, Author- 
ship, Criticism, etc., interesting mainly because they show the conventionality of 
Boswell’s opinions, but pleasantly readable. Dr. Bailey is Associate Professor of 
English, Stanford University. (8246) 


German Literature 
GOETHE AND SCOTT. G. H. Needler. Oxford University Press (Toronto, 
Canada), $2-50. 19 cm. 150 pages. 

This well-documented and scholarly comparison of the works of two great nine- 
teenth-century writers discusses their mutual admiration for and indebtedness to each 
other. The author, a long time student of Goethe, was for nearly fifty years on the 
staff of the German Department, University of Toronto, and has previously published 
a volume of Goethe’s letters. There is a table of pertinent dates, and an appendix giving 
several poems both in the original German and in Scott’s English translation. Words 
and music for Scott’s War Song of the Dragoons are also included, but there is no index 
to complete a well-printed and very readable addition to literary criticism. (832-6) 


French Literature 
THE CONQUEST OF DEATH. John Middleton Murry. Peter Nevill, 15s. 
21°5 cm. 306 pages. 

The first part of this book presents Mr. Middleton Murry’s admirable translation of 
Benjamin Constant’s Adolphe (first published 1816). Then in the light of biographical 
fact and Constant’s other writings, he analyses this classic switchback of love to show, 
not death revealing the transience of love, but love revealing the transience of death— 
finding ‘in Adolphe a new revelation of the eternal truth of Christianity, and in 
Constant the prophet of an undogmatic but revealed Christianity’. He supplies the 
key to this very suggestive study when he tells us that “man cannot remain human 
unless he believes that love has the victory over death’. (843-7) 


Spanish Literature 
THE LITERATURE OF THE SPANISH PEOPLE. From Roman Times 
to the Present Day. Gerald Brenan. Cambridge University Press, 40s. 22-2 cm. 
514 pages. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. 
Mr. Brenan has written a notable book which can be studied profitably by everyone 
interested in Spanish literature. He includes in his survey Quintilian, Martial and 
Prudentius, Spanish-Arabic literature, the mediaeval Portuguese lyric, Ramon Lull 
and Ausias March, as well as the main body of Castilian authors. He pays special 
attention to the popular traditional current which runs through Spanish writing from 
the eleventh century to the twentieth. There are occasional inequalities in this ambi- 
tious undertaking, but the chapters on Cervantes and Géngora are remarkable for 
their profound insight, and the whole book shows original, independent, lively, 
critical thought. (860-9) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
Description 
THE ENGLISH AND THEIR COUNTRY. Stephen Bone. Longmans, 
Green, for The British Council, 5s. Obl. 18-3 cm. 48 pages. 17 illustrations by Sir 
Muirhead Bone. Paper bound. 
Into this short essay on the land and people of England, Stephen Bone has packed 
much thought and observation. With his skilled aid the visitor should soon find his 


beatings. He characterizes deftly in turn the countryside, the towns, London, and the 
people. As all good writers of this type should, he will set the reader pondering and 
weighing up his comments, perhaps to differ from some in the end. Sir Muirhead 
Bone’s accomplished drawings capture with equal sureness the open sweep of the 
countryside and the quality of the architectural heritage. (914°2) 


A SHORT GUIDE TO PARIS. Edited by L. Russell Muirhead. Benn, 153. 
15°8 cm. 284 pages. 40 maps and plans. Index. (The Blue Guides) 
This useful little guide provides the intending visitor to Paris with all the information 
he needs to assist him to make the most of a short stay. Opening with some informa- 
tion on passports, customs regulations, postal services, methods of transport, hotels, 
restaurants, amusements, etc., it continues with a tour, first of the Right Bank and 
then of the Seine, the Cité, and the Left Bank, describing the chief places of interest. 
The remaining sections are devoted to the Louvre and other great collections, and 
excursions to such places as Versailles, Chantilly and Fontainebleau. There is a handy 
little summary of the motor-buses and underground railways of Paris. (914°436) 


ITALIAN LIFE AND LANDSCAPE. Vol. 2, NORTHERN ITALY 
AND TUSCANY. Berard Wall. Elek, 18s. 21-5 cm. 190 pages. 110 illustra- 
tions. Map. Endpaper map. Index. 

This completes Mr. Wall’s general survey of Italy, a bold project to undertake in two 

relatively short volumes. The richness and variety of the subject allows him ample 

scope to demonstrate his wide knowledge of Italian life, history, literature and art. 

The visitor will find this an instructive introduction to a key point in western Euro- 

pean civilization, and a guide to those regional distinctions an understanding of which 

contributes so much to his enjoyment. If one has any regrets, they are that Mr. Wall 
has not included more of his illuminating observations on contemporary customs and 
life. (914°5) 

FERGUSON’S CEYLON DIRECTORY 1951. The Ceylon Observer 
Press (Colombo, Ceylon), 35s. 22-2 cm. 1,634 pages. Map. 

This is the ninety-third year of issue of this comprehensive Directory, which includes 

a great deal of general information, lists of officials, summaries of the work of Govern- 

ment Departments, lists of firms, societies, and Estates Directory with separate index, 

and finally a general Directory. This last has three sections: General Directory, Direc- 


tory of women in business or society and a list of former Ceylon residents with their 
present addresses. (915-48) 


RETURN TO PARADISE. James A. Michener. Secker & Warburg, 215. 
20°9 cm. 446 pages. 
For his Tales of the South Pacific James Michener was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 
America. He certainly knows his Pacific and writes of it in pungent, staccato American 
style. He covers—in chapters alternately descriptive and fiction—Tahiti, Fiji, the 
Solomon Islands, the New Hebrides, Australia and New Zealand; and invariably he 
hits the nail on the head and shirks no issues. In writing about the British Common- 
wealth he discusses its administration, inter-relationships and achievements with 
sympathy, knowledge and appreciation. (919) 


THE WHITE CONTINENT. The Story of Antarctica. Thomas R. Henry. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 16s. 22-2 cm. 223 pages. 8 illustrations. Map. 

Writing from his own first-hand experience as a correspondent with the U.S. Navy 

Expedition 1946-7, and at the same time drawing on the published accounts of other 
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famous expeditions, the author describes the great southern continent, its geography, 
geology, climate and the strange creatures which prey on one another in its icy waters. 
He tells how in prehistoric times the continent was shaped, how succeeding explorers 
in ships, on foot and in the air have mapped its coast, its mountains, its glaciers and its 
rivers, and how, even today, it is still largely unknown, a land (as the superb photo- 
graphs reveal) of mystery, beauty and absolute desolation. (919°9) 


Biography 
SOME I KNEW WELL. Clifford Bax. Phoenix House, 15s. 21 cm. 192 pages. 
16 photographs. Index. 


Many famous poets, playwrights, actors, novelists, cricketers and others appear in 
Mr. Bax’s pages, and he appraises them all, shrewdly and sympathetically, briefly or 
at length, from his personal knowledge of them and their work. Notable among them 
are W. B. Yeats, Havelock Ellis, Gordon Bottomley, W. H. Davies, Stephen Phillips 
(whom Mr. Bax ranks very high), Gustav Holst, and the notorious practitioner of 
“black magic’ Aleister Crowley. (920) 


BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH. Harley Williams. Cape, 15s. 20-3 cm. 
288 pages. Bibliography. 
In this third volume, which follows Doctors Differ and The Healing Touch, Dr. Harley 
Williams continues his studies of the character and work of some of those who have 
helped to alleviate human suffering. He shows clearly the ideas from which each 
discovery or movement sprang, and makes of each individual a living personality. The 
result is an entertaining book for both the layman and the medical man desiring 
information about the outstanding figures of John Hunter, the pioneers in anaes- 
thesia, Pasteur, Lister, Freud, Mrs. Eddy, Margaret Macmillan, Barnado, Truby King, 
Ehrlich and Banting. (920) 


LLOYD GEORGE. Thomas Jones. Oxford University Press, 21s. 22-2 cm. 
342 pages. 6 illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. 


A biographer of David Lloyd George, whom at one time nobody could praise or 
blame too much, has a difficult task, not lightened by the present inaccessibility of the 
chief documents on the subject. To minimize these difficulties Dr. Thomas Jones gives 
an unofficial and interim account, based on personal knowledge of Lloyd George and 
on sources available; the only valuable course to take at present and one for which he 
is uniquely equipped. As an eminent Civil Servant he worked closely with Lloyd 
George and, as a Welshman, he can appreciate the effects of the formative years of 
Lloyd George’s life in Wales. Each of the divisions into which Lloyd George's career 
falls are dealt with concisely, controversial matters are clarified at greater length, and 
the last chapter is a masterly summary of his subject. Both historian and general 
reader will be impressed by this impartial and balanced story of an important period 


and a striking personality. (92) 


FAR AWAY AND LONG AGO. AHistory of my Early Life. W.H. Hudson. 
Introduction by R. B. Cunningham Graham. Dent, 8s.6d. 19°6 cm. 352 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. (Uniform Edition) 

This autobiography of Hudson’s childhood on a cattle raising estancia in the Argentine 

is probably his most successful book. The development and encouragement of his 

interest in birds and wild life generally, which was to persist undiminished to the end 
of his life, is told in direct and vivid English. This is the main theme, but the diversions 
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concerning neighbours, the character of the gaucho, visits to Buenos Aires, the 
hundred and one details of family life are delightfully slung round this theme without 
obscuring it. At the same time the evolution of his firm and reasoned attitude to bird 
protection can be traced. (92) 


THE LIFE OF JULLIEN: Adventurer, Showman-Conductor, and Establisher 
of the Promenade Concerts in England, together with a history of those Concerts 
up to 1895. Adam Carse. Heffer ( (Cambridge), 15s. 22°8 cm. 148 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. 5 plates. 30 illustrations in text. Sources. Index. 

Louis Jullien was the son of a French bandmaster; as an infant prodigy he toured 

France and Italy, singing and later playing the violin. He was admitted to the Paris 

Conservatoire in 1833, but left later having annoyed Halévy, his master, by submitting 

waltzes, galops, and quadrilles instead of exercises in counterpoint. Thenceforth, he 

became a showman-conductor in Paris and later in London. In 1841 he was conduct- 
ing promenade concerts at Drury Lane and continued to do so at Drury Lane, Covent 

Garden, the English Opera House (Lyceum) and at the Surrey Gardens, for nineteen 

years. The object was the popularizing of music as cheap entertainment. As his success- 

ful career advanced he improved the quality of his programmes, devoting half to the 
classics. A fantastic figure with a dominant personality, his life was highly adventurous 

and dramatic, and the author delights in the relating of it. (92) 


ABOUT KINGSMILL. Hesketh Pearson and Malcolm Muggeridge. Methuen, 
10s.6d. 19 cm. 191 pages. § illustrations. 


Hugh Kingsmill (1889-1949), the author of biographies of Johnson, Dickens, Matthew 
Arnold and D. H. Lawrence, is best remembered by his friends for the Voltairian wit 
of his conversation and for his charm and amiability. Two friends, a popular bio- 
grapher and a journalist, have put on record what they remember about him in the 
form of letters written to each other since his death. The happy informality of this 
approach to biography has resulted in the creation of a striking and original per- 
sonality—‘an individualist in a collectivist age, an uncommon man in the century of 
the Common Man’. (92) 


14 plates. List of compositions. Discography. Bibliography. Index. 
The first full biography of Kreisler—once a legendary name amongst violinists—who 
now, at the age of seventy-six, lives in semi-retirement in the United States. Louis P. 
Lochner has been a close friend of Kreisler for many years, and has always been 
actively interested in music; his journalistic training is here fully apparent. Even if 
Kreisler’s progress to fame is mostly seen through rose-coloured spectacles with 
scarcely any effort or hardship entailed, there is much to absorb the attention. It is a 
book, simply written—almost too naive in fact—with plenty of sentiment, and is sure 
to appeal to a large public. Of particular interest is the account of the sharp exchange 
of letters between Kreisler and Ernest Newman (music critic of the Sunday Times) 
when the Kreisler ‘transcriptions of seventeenth and eighteenth-century masters’ 
were discovered to be his own original works, and how this hoax had been kept alive 


for thirty odd years. (92) 


FRITZ KREISLER. Louis P. Lochner. Rockliff, 25s. 22:2 cm. 479 pages. 


MY PICTURE GALLERY, 1886-1901. Viscountess Milner. Murray, 20s. 
22°2 cm. 259 pages. 12 portraits. Index. 


As the daughter of Admiral F. A. Maxse and the wife of Lord Edward Cecil (who 
died in 1918) the author mixed in the world of society and politics. Her reminiscences 
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of Clemenceau, Meredith, Rhodes, Dr. Jameson and the Raid, the relief of Mafeking, 
are interesting and ingenuous, and end very fittingly with the death of Queen 
Victoria. (92) 


ALEXANDER POPE. Bonamy Dobrée. Sylvan Press, 12s.6d. 22-2 cm. 125 
pages. Index. 


While the poetry of Pope (1688-1744) has always been admired as the finest example 
of English classicism, it is only in recent years that his reputation as a man has re- 
covered from the blight cast upon it by his many quarrels. This is largely due to the 
fact that while the original attacks upon Pope—many of them deplorably mean and 
cruel—are forgotten, his replies, the result of intolerable provocation as they were, 
are remembered. In his lively and informed study, Professor Dobrée presents Pope 
not only as a great poet but as a dauntless spirit who had to contend with an agonized 
sensibility and constant pain. He conveys the excitement of Pope’s career with 
considerable charm. (92) 


LETTERS TO MERLINE, 1919-1922. Rainer Maria Rilke. Translated 
by Violet M. Macdonald. Introduction by J. B. Leishman. Methuen, 10s.6d. 
19 cm. 149 pages. Illustration. 

The chief interest of this new collection of Rilke’s letters is that they reflect the state 

of mind which immediately preceded the composition of his great cycle of poems, 

The Duino Elegies of 1922. Yet it is difficult not to doubt the genuineness of the emo- 

tions they express, with their noble protestations of ‘literary’ love combined with an 

attitude of unvarying selfishness and refined cruelty. Their recipient appears to have 
been a woman of sensibility, a painter, younger than the poet, gravely ill yet des- 
perately in love with him. Throughout Rilke maintains the attitude of the genius who 
sacrifices everything for his art. The letters are among the most revealing of Rilke’s 
that have yet been published. They were for the most part written in French, and the 
present translation is admirable. The illustration is from a painting of Rilke by 

*Merline’. (92) 

BERNARD SHAW. A Chronicle. R. F. Rattray. Leagrave Press (Luton), 18s. 
22°2 cm. 347 pages. 9 illustrations. Indexes. 


A detailed chronological account of the great dramatist’s life and work, from his birth 
in Dublin in 1879 to his death at Ayot St. Lawrence, near London, in 1951. It is of 
almost encyclopaedic proportions and is likely to prove an indispensable source book 
for all students of Shaw and his period. Dr. Rattray has gathered together material 
from the most diverse sources, much of which is otherwise inaccessible. All the more 
valuable books on Shaw have been drawn upon, including those only recently 
published. The result is a completely authentic impression of his mind and personality. 
(92) 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A WORKING MAN. Alexander 
Somerville. Edited and with an introduction by John Carswell. Turnstile Press, 
10s.6d. 20°9 cm. 308 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 
Alexander Somerville (1811-85), in giving a vivid account of his work as an agri- 
cultural and general labourer, throws considerable light on the life and conditions of 
the working class in the years of depression after the Napoleonic War. Popular feeling 
was running high about Chartism and Parliamentary Reform when he joined the 
army in 1832 and, while still a soldier, wrote anonymously to a newspaper that his 
regiment would refuse to suppress peaceful demonstrations of the reformers. The 
Court of Inquiry into the conduct of the court martial that sentenced Somerville to 
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a savage punishment made him a national figure. His marked journalistic talents 
eventually associated him with other reform movements up to 1847. His story shows 
the background of many events in the early nineteenth century from an unusual point 
of view. (92) 


BEYOND EUPHRATES. Freya Stark. Murray, 25s. 22-8 cm. 357 pages. 
52 illustrations. Map. Wood-engravings by Reynolds Stone. Index. 


This second volume of Freya Stark’s autobiography, following Traveller's Prelude, 
covers the years 1928-33 during which she established two reputations—as a traveller 
by the journeys in Luristan which brought her the Back Grant of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society and the Burton Medal of the Royal Asiatic Society, and as a writer 
by the publication of Baghdad Sketches and the acceptance of The Valleys of the 
Assassins by John Murray. Each chapter consists of extracts from her letters, with an 
introduction which places them in perspective, relating them to her developing per- 
sonality, and throws on them a gentle light of philosophical reflection. The letters 
exhibit once more her sensitive appreciation of the world of men and things and her 
mastery of the art of description, while the commentaries contain many passages of 
penetrative insight and intuitive wisdom. The photographs are, as usual, excellent. (92) 


TOSCANINI. Howard Taubman. Odhams Press, 15s. 21-5 cm. 352 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. 19 illustrations. Index. 
The author, Music Editor of The New York Times, spent more than twenty years 
collecting material for this book, which is enriched with dramatic, amusing and sad 
stories, showing how Toscanini would rather put down his baton and walk out than 
make a compromise contrary to his artistic conscience. Toscanini identifies himself 
with the faithful interpretation of the composer’s ideas and woe betide singer or 
orchestral player who fails to comply with his wishes. Those who have been privi- 
leged to attend opera productions in the 1920's at the Scala, Milan, under his direction 
were fully aware that every detail, not only of the music, but the décor, the mise en 
scene and the lighting had his close attention, and that he allowed nothing to stand 
between him and perfection. (92) 


Genealogy 
THE SOMERSET SEQUENCE. Horatia Durant. Introduction by Sir 
Osbert Sitwell. Newman Neame, 15s. 22-2 cm. 224 pages. 16 illustrations. References. 
Index. 
This book traces the activities of a great English family, the Beauforts, descendants of 
John of Gaunt and Katherine Swynford. Though a powerful family (Lady Margaret 
Beaufort was mother of Henry VII), it so suffered in the Wars of the Roses that its 
future depended on Charles Somerset, with whom this sequence opens, a natural son 
of Henry Beaufort, 3rd Duke of Somerset. From 1485, when this man, with his way 
to make, entered Henry VII's service and became Earl of Worcester, to 1700, when 
the family gave up politics and court life, the successive generations of Somersets, with 
varying fortune, gave their best efforts and constant loyalty to the Crown. This com- 
petent and well-documented survey of their careers gives an aspect of British history 
and illustrates the salutary force of tradition in the lives of men born to the responsi- 
bility of office or social position. (929-2) 


NAME THIS CHILD. Eric Partridge. 3rd edition. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 
21°§ cm. 296 pages. 
This dictionary of modern British and American Christian or given names first 
appeared in 1936, and a second, revised and enlarged, edition appeared in 1938. For 
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the third edition it has again been revised and extended. The dictionary traces, as far 
as possible, the origin and history, and gives variants and diminutives, as well as the 
original meaning, of each name included. The work is very comprehensive and 
includes modern variants of well-known names. The author, a noted philologist, has 
compiled a number of well-known works on the English language. (929°4) 


DEBRETT’S PEERAGE, BARONETAGE, KNIGHTAGE AND 
COMPANIONAGE, 1951. Edited by C. F. J. Hankinson. Odhams Press, 
126s. 25 cm. 3,514 pages. 

This is the 149th year of issue of Debrett, which comprises information concerning 

persons bearing hereditary or courtesy titles, Privy Councillors, Knights, Companions 

of the various Orders, and the collateral branches of peers and baronets. It is an in- 
valuable work of reference, giving detailed information concerning the leading 
families and personalities of Great Britain. A short history of each family is appended 
to the entry, and the arms of members of the peerage and baronetage are illustrated. 

The section dealing with the baronetage, knightage and companionage can be ob- 

tained separately, and is separately paginated. An Appendix of Royal Warrant Holders 

includes names of individuals, firms and veterinary surgeons holding Warrants of 

appointment to the reigning and previous Sovereigns. (929-7) 


World War I 


MAIN FLEET TO SINGAPORE. Russell Grenfell. Faber, 18s. 22-5 cm. 
238 pages. 14 plates. 6 maps. Index. 
There is little doubt that this book will excite as much interest as Captain Grenfell’s 
previous work on the sinking of the Bismarck during the 1939-45 war. The despatch 
of the battleship Prince of Wales and the battle-cruiser Repulse to Singapore and their 
sinking by the Japanese in December 1941, form the highlight of the book. The 
author’s inquest on the disaster gives an illuminating insight into the political and 
strategical events which led up to it. He also describes the loss of Malaya, the naval 
defeats in the attempted defence of Java, and the subsequent difficult situation in the 
Indian Ocean. He then moves to the Pacific and gives vivid accounts of the great 
battles of the Coral Sea and Midway Island between the American and Japanese 
Navies, and propounds an entirely new theory as to the proper principles that should 
govern sea-air warfare. (940-545) 


BUSINESS IN GREAT WATERS. George F. Kerr. Faber, 12s.6d. 20-3 cm. 
192 pages. 14 illustrations. Index. 


This is the history of The Pensinsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 
during the Second World War, when so many of their ships were engaged in trans- 
porting men and supplies to the fighting fronts. Others, like the Rawalpindi sunk by 
enemy action in November 1939, gained fame as armed merchant cruisers. The book 
is a further tribute to the gallantry and devotion of the merchant seaman. (940°545) 


PETER MOEN’S DIARY. Translated from the Norwegian by Kate Austin- 
Lund. Faber, 10s.6d. 20-9 cm. 146 pages. 5 illustrations. 
The personal diary of a Norwegian patriot who was head of the entire underground 
press in Norway. Arrested by the Germans and tortured, he recorded his day-to-day 
agony by pricking out a few sentences with a tack upon pieces of toilet paper, which 
he pushed under the floor of his cell through a grating. Moen died in 1944 when the 
ship carrying him from Norway to Germany was sunk by a mine. He had told his 
fellow-prisoners of the diary and it was recovered after the liberation. (940-545) 
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Britain 
ENGLISH SPAS. William Addison. Batsford, 16s. 22-2 cm. 160 pages. 69 illus- 
trations. Index. 
Mr. Addison writes pleasantly and amusingly, with many appropriate quotations, on 
the spas and inland watering places of England. Though he glances at the religious 
significance of wells, changing ideas of the therapeutic properties of the ‘waters’, and 
the later history of the individual spas, his main theme is their social history from the 
Restoration to the Regency, when with improved communications the seaside resorts 
began to draw away the great body of their clients, In this heyday, escape from routine 
and straightlaced conventions, new companionships, and varied entertainments clearly 
contributed, much more than the efficacy of their waters, to their popularity. (942) 


MIDDLESEX. Norman G. Brett-James. Hale, 15s. 22-2 cm. 432 pages. 49 illus- 
trations. Folding map. Bibliography. Index. (County Books) 
Middlesex has suffered more than any county from the encroachment of metro- 
politan London; the result is an unsual interlocking of semi-rural and developed areas, 
which perhaps foreshadows the typical English countryside of the future. The author 
writes partly to stimulate a ‘county’ consciousness which will resist indiscriminate 
destruction of remaining assets, and partly to stress the mistakes of the past. He traces 
in detail the county history from prehistoric times, with chapters on diverse subjects 
such as wild life, cricket, aviation, and the ‘Diehards’ (the Middlesex Regiment). He 
has amassed rich and instructive material, which with less discursive treatment and a 
sharper outline, would have yielded a very good book indeed on a notable county. (942) 


LANCASHIRE. Walter Greenwood. Hale, 15s. 22-2 cm. 312 pages. 49 illustra- 
tions. Map. Index. (County Books) 
Mr. Greenwood, playwright and novelist, is Salford born, and has experienced at first 
hand what the ups and downs of unchecked industrialism means to the underdog. But 
his book is by no means nothing more than a diatribe against an economic system. His 
pride in his fellow Lancastrians and the achievements of their brains and energy light 
up almost every page. It is this highly personal approach which gives unity to what 
might otherwise be a mere gazetteer of historical and topographical allusions. His book 
is definitely one of the best in this series, and in itself no mean addition to the varied 
achievements of the county. (942) 


RELICS OF AN UN-COMMON ATTORNEY. Reginald L. Hine. 
Memoir by Richenda Scott. Dent, 18s. 22-2 cm. 280 pages. 19 illustrations. 12 line 
drawings in text. Index. 

Reginald Hine, in his Confessions of an Un-Common Attorney (1944), showed himself 

an uncommon historian. The present book, a selection from some of his work unpub- 

lished at his death in 1948, illustrates still further his power of re-creating from the past 
the life of a person, institution or district. He is the local historian par excellence and the 
past of his native Hitchin and Hertfordshire comes to life as he reconstructs the domes- 
ticities of home life in the eighteenth century, the life of a country squire, a country 
inn, a country firm and the local volunteers of 1803. The author’s literary skill, imag- 
ination and conception of the function of history give distinction to this book full of 

good things of absorbing interest. (942) 

ESSAYS IN LEICESTERSHIRE HISTORY. W. G. Hoskins. Liverpool 
University Press, 20s. 24-4 cm. 204 pages. 10 plates. 3 maps. Index. 

Dr. Hoskins, Reader in English Local History at University College, Leicester, is an 

expert on the topographical history of the Midlands and of the West Country. These 

five essays, mainly concerned with the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, are of a 
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great deal more than merely local interest. Three essays describe a Leicestershire parson, 
farmer and butcher, figures who symbolize the economic and social changes that were 
then taking place in England. An essay entitled ‘The Deserted Villages of Leicester- 
shire’ is the first important study of such sites and both in its technique and in its 


general remarks is of particular opportuneness in a field where much still awaits 
discovery. (942) 


THE PROSE WRITINGS OF JONATHAN SWIFT. Edited by Herbert 
Davis. Vol. 7, THE HISTORY OF THE LAST FOUR YEARS OF 
THE QUEEN. Blackwell (Oxford), 21s. 19 cm. 288 pages. 4 facsimiles. Index. 

Despite its title, this is principally an account of the negotiations leading to the Treaty 

of Utrecht (1713) which ended the War of the Spanish Succession. Swift was in a posi- 

tion to write of events with authority, for he was at that time in constant touch with 
the leading party members who were anxious to bring the war to a close, and had 
access to official correspondence. Written in 1713, it was intended for immediate pub- 
lication as a pamphlet justifying the Peace, but publication was delayed and it appeared 
posthumously in 1758. Doubts concerning the authenticity of Swift’s authorship were 
settled in 1935 by Mr. Harold Williams, who here contributes an introduction on the 
book’s history. Full textual notes are provided. (942-06) 


A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE IN THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. Vol. V. IMPERIALISM AND THE RISE OF LABOUR. 
Elie Halévy. Translated from the French by E. I. Watkin. 2nd edition. Benn, 215. 
21°5 cm. 456 pages. Portrait. Index. 

Elie Halévy carried his great history of the nineteenth century on into the twentieth 

with an epilogue of two volumes on the period 1895-1914. The first of these here 

appears in a second edition which embodies certain modifications made by the author 
before his death. This period after the disappearance of Gladstone from politics does 
not belong to the nineteenth century. Halévy traces his conviction that England felt 
that her vitality and progress was less strong and rapid than that of some of her rivals 
and uses this as an explanation for the change in foreign policy away from isolation 
and towards alliances. He notes the decline of economic individualism and the growth 
of socialism and is particularly happy in his analysis of industry, the decline of the 
Unionist party and religious problems. This political and social history of the period 
is essential for all students. (942-08) 


THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON IN 1666. Walter George Bell. Reprint. 
The Bodley Head, 25s. 21-5 cm. 400 pages. 41 illustrations including plans and 
drawings, prints and photographs. Bibliography. Index. 

Walter Bell, a member of the staff of The Daily Telegraph for nearly forty years, was 

a lover of London, erudite in detailed research and a master of narrative. He wrote 

three standard histories: Unknown London, The Great Plague in London, The Great Fire 

of London; all now reprinted in a pleasing edition. This volume was first published in 

1920 and is a recognized source book; it is also a book of grim fascination for the 

general reader. The bibliography is a working list of contemporary authorities, 

printed and manuscript. (942°1) 


France 

LIGHT OUT OF FRANCE. French Contributions to Civilization. Edited by 
John G. Stanbury and A. R. Chisholm. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 25s. 
22°2 cm. 210 pages. 

A symposium compiled by Dr. Stanbury and Professor Chisholm with the purpose of 

drawing attention to the contributions that France has made to science, scholarship, 
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literature and the arts. International figures of some standing, including F. Joliot- 
Curie who shared the 1935 Nobel Prize for chemistry, and Professor V. Gordon 
Childe, together with the Australian scholars from numerous fields have contributed 
essays which stress convincingly the force of the impact of French culture upon 
modern civilization. There are brief notes on the writers of the essays. (944) 


Scandinavia 
THE HEROIC AGE OF SCANDINAVIA. G. Turville-Petre. Hutchinson, 
8s.6d. 19 cm. 196 pages. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s Uni- 
versity Library) 
A history of the peoples, and more particularly of their rulers, inhabiting Denmark 
and the Scandinavian peninsula from the earliest times to the death of St. Olaf in 
1030. The last two chapters are devoted to the Scaldic Poetry and the Icelandic prose 
from which, as well as from archaeology and written foreign sources, the material has 
come; but literature is relegated to the second plane, together with religion and cul- 
ture in general. The author (Vigfusson Reader in Ancient Icelandic Literature and 
Antiquities in the University of Oxford) sees his way as clearly as is possible through 
the many obscurities and uncertainties, and takes the reader with him. (948) 


India 
EVERYDAY LIFE IN ANCIENT INDIA. P. Sengupta. Oxford University 
Press (Bombay, India), Rs.s. 19 cm. 211 pages. 38 illustrations. Index. 

The increasing knowledge of and interest in Indian archaeology makes this a very 
timely publication, endeavouring to reconstruct from the available evidence, of 
objects, records, and particularly the four Vedas, the Court and everyday life of ancient 
Hindu India from prehistoric times until the tenth century. The author is the daughter 
of a distinguished Indian scholar. (954) 


Morocco 


THE SULTAN OF MOROCCO. Rom Landau. Hale, 7s.6d. 22:2 cm. 
108 pages. 8 illustrations. 
This short book describes the struggle going on behind the scenes between the Sultan 
of Morocco, patriotic, progressive and hoping, not unnaturally, to see his country 
regain its independence in the not too remote future, and, on the other hand, the 
French Protectorate as embodied in the forceful General Juin, who believes, perhaps 
equally naturally, that the continuance of French paternal rule is best for France, 
Morocco and Morocco’s French colons. A slight, non-scholarly book of no literary 
pretensions, but it performs a useful task in presenting the point of view of the Sultan, 
which hitherto has received little publicity. (964) 


Canada 

ROMANCE OF THE CANADIAN CANOE. John Murray Gibbon. 
Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 23 cm. 159 pages. Illustrations (4 in colour). 
Music scores. 

The author of several books on Canadian music and folklore here shows the important 

place the canoe has had in Canadian social history. He does this not by means of a 

continuous narrative, but in an anthology of interesting historical facts, songs of the 

voyageurs including musical scores, poetry and other material from many sources 
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and of varying importance. Although it is not a well integrated work, its very 
Canadian atmosphere, coupled with the fact that it is a unique publication in its field, 
makes it worthy of some notice. (971) 


United States of America 

LETTERS FROM AMERICA, 1773 TO 1780. Being The Letters of a 
Scots Officer, Sir James Murray, to his Home During the War of American In- 
dependence. Edited by Eric Robson. Manchester University Press, 12s.6d. 21°5 cm. 
116 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 

There are few accounts by British officers describing their part in this war and these 

letters, now printed for the first time, are therefore of importance. Besides giving 

much information about the British attitude towards the War of Independence, they 

are also of interest in themselves, being written in a lively style by a person interested 

in the events of the day. The letters have been edited with great care by Mr. Robson, 

Lecturer in History in the University of Manchester. (973-38) 


ORDEAL OF THE UNION. Vols. III and IV: THE EMERGENCE OF 
LINCOLN. Allan Nevins. Scribners, 60s. 23-2 cm. 484: 532 pages. 44 plates in- 
cluding portraits and facsimiles. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Professor Nevins holds a chair of history at Columbia University and won the Pulitzer 

prize for biography in 1933 and 1937. The first two volumes of this great history were 

noticed in British Book News, January 1949. The two present volumes explore the 
period 1848-61 and deal in the first with the election of Buchanan and his vain struggle 
to achieve balance between North and South, in the second with the rise of Lincoln 
and the events which marked the drift to Civil War. This work is a most comprehen- 
sive and searching analysis of this period, especially of its economic and social aspects. 

(9736) 

THE HUDSON. Carl Carmer. Hodge, 12s.6d. 22:2 cm. 446 pages. 4 illustrations. 
Sketch map. Bibliography. Index. (Rivers of America) 

The Hudson River has been an important route in American history, and names such 

as Saratoga, Hyde Park, and West Point are to be found on or near it. But Mr. Carmer 

is concerned less with the great than with the ordinary folk who have worked on its 
banks and navigated its waters. He relates many interesting episodes which strikingly 
reveal the social changes through the centuries—from the days of the ‘feudal land- 
owners’ to the religious institutions which now occupy their mansions. His chapters 
on the nineteenth-century aesthetes and landscape gardeners illustrate equally vividly 
unusual and entertaining aspects of American cultural history. (974°7) 

Chile 

CHILE. An Outline of its Geography, Economics, and Politics. Gilbert J. Butland. 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, 12s.6d. 20-9 cm. 136 pages. 7 maps. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Index. 

First of a newly planned series on the Latin American republics, this study is unique 

in providing for the student and general reader a comprehensive outline of the modern 

Chileanscene hitherto lacking among specialist publications on the country. The author, 

who has lived and travelled extensively in this South American democracy, examines 

the land, the people, the social, political and economic structure and the historical 
background from which have developed present-day conditions and tendencies; and, 
finally, summarizes Chile’s relations with its neighbours, with the United States and 
with Europe, and its share in the work of the United Nations. An invaluable source 
of reference supported by up-to-date statistical material. (983) 
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FICTION 


LOST ILLUSIONS. Honoré de Balzac. Translated from the French by Kathleen 
Raine. Introduction by Raymond Mortimer. Lehmann, 25s. 22-2 cm. 695 pages. 
Illustrations (including coloured frontispiece) by Philippe Jullian. 

Kathleen Raine’s admirable translation of Les Illusions Perdues provides English readers 

for the first time for many years with a complete version of one of Balzac’s most 

remarkable novels. In this story of an ambitious young poet in pursuit of fame and 
fortune, Balzac fully reveals his imaginative grasp of the social structure of his time 
and the interaction of its diffe:ent groups. Lucien de Rubempré himself is a febrile and 
unattractive character but the provincial society of Angouléme, the Bohemian, journal- 
istic and highbrow worlds of Paris and the grand monde to which Lucien is fatally 
attracted are here displayed with a brilliance unsurpassed in the whole Comédie 

Humaine. Philippe Jullian, though he is more at ease with Proust than with Balzac, 

provides charming illustrations. 


ROAST PIGEON. James Cadell. MacGibbon & Kee, 10s.6d. 19 cm. 221 pages. 
Mr. Cadell’s book may be described as a grim thriller acted against a realistic back- 
ground of corruption in post-war Germany. Karl Landmann, hunted like a criminal, 
is almost the only person among Mr. Cadell’s characters who is not a criminal and his 
tragic career is a bitter comment on the life that went on in much of Europe in the 
years following the end of war. The book is savage, but sincere—and, despite its 
seriousness, very readable. 


MEN AT WORK. Winston Clewes. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. 19 cm. 240 pages. 
Winston Clewes, himself the holder of a managerial position in industry, has here 
written a novel about a modern factory that has something of the vividness and pre- 
cision of a documentary film on the subject. As in a film, the book is made up of quick 
glimpses of people and operations—this very effectively gives an impression of the 
crowded, but controlled, life of a factory run on up-to-date democratic principles. In 
showing how, in this apparently agreeable place, a strike flares up in a few days Mr. 
Clewes reveals a shrewd knowledge of the English workman and his employer. 


MARIANNE. Rhys Davies. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 19 cm. 305 pages. 

What does it feel like to be a twin? That is the question to which Mr. Davies tries to 
find an answer in his novel set in the South Wales he knows so well. The twin sisters 
of his story are tied to each other by an accident of birth against which each of them, 
in her different way, rebels. One finds individuality in love and loses it when her lover 
fails her, the other appeases her longing for unity with her sister by punishing the man 
responsible for the young girl’s death. The story is tragic and powerful, but not entirely 
successfully worked out, though Mr. Davies’s command of language and his masterly 
creation of character make the book a notable one. 


CRIME AND PUNISHMENT. Fyodor Dostoyevsky. Translated, with an 
introduction, by David Magarshack. Penguin Books, 5s. 18 cm. $59 pages. Paper 
bound. (Penguin Classics) 

Dostoyevsky began Crime and Punishment, the most famous of his novels and the 

work which finally established him as a great writer, at a desperate period of his life. 

Threatened with a debtor’s jail, he had mortgaged himself to an unscrupulous publisher; 

he was subject to both epileptic fits and gambling fever. In a valuable introduction, 


43 








David Magarshack traces the evolution of the novel from its original conception in 
the letter to Katkov of September 186s, its development of dream machinery modelled 
on Gogol and the “Napoleonic complex’ derived from Pushkin’s The Queen of Spades, 
to its final emergence as a work of profound psychological complexity and prophetic 
snag This new translation conveys very well Dostoyevsky’s excitable and nervous 
idiom. 


THE BOOK OF JOACHIM OF BABYLON. Marnix Gijsen. Translated 
from the Dutch by Fernand G. Renier and Anne Cliff. East and West Library, 8.64. 
19 cm. 128 pages. 

The story of Susanna, who was the quintessence of virtue and who narrowly escaped 

death through the villainy of two elders of the people inflamed by her beauty, is found 

in what are called the additions to the book of Daniel and probably dates from the last 
century B.C. It has received pictorial representation in the Catacombs and in the 
works of medieval artists. Here with great skill and cynical wit, the author describes 
the trials which Joachim, the husband of Susanna, had to endure by reason of the 
virtue of his beautiful wife, whose praises were sung by all. Marnix Gijsen has written 

a highly entertaining novel. Not the least of its merits is the charming simplicity of its 

style which has not suffered in this excellent translation. 


THE QUIET GENTLEMAN. Georgette Heyer. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 20-5 cm. 
348 pages. 

The new Lord St. Erth, arriving at his family seat in Lincolnshire to take possession of 
his inheritance, meets with a frigid welcome, which is followed by attempts to kill him. 
In coping with them the Earl becomes aware of unguessed at qualities in a feminine 
guest whom he had hitherto chosen to disregard. Admirers of Miss Heyer’s light- 
hearted novels of the Regency world of fashion will welcome this ‘mixture as before’ 
with open arms. It gives some insight into the manners of the period, is charmingly 
written and thoroughly entertaining. 


MORNING STAR. James Lansdale Hodson. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 19 cm. 326 pages. 


Mr. Hodson has made a reputation as a chronicler of contemporary history in fact and 
fiction. In his new novel he makes a dramatic story out of the issues that led to the 
setting up of the Royal Commission on the Press in 1947. This does not sound like 
exciting material for a novel, but Mr. Hodson makes it so by portraying the struggle 
of a provincial newspaper against a monopolistic group controlled from London in 
terms of the human interests involved. Mr. Hodson speaks boldly for an enlightened 
public morality. He writes in the tradition of Arnold Bennett, describing character 
and incident with a relish for realistic detail. 


WORLD SO WIDE. Sinclair Lewis. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 20-2 cm. 255 pages. 


Sinclair Lewis’s last novel, like all his work, is smoothly written with an undertone of 
gentle satire. It re-introduces us to the Sinclair Lewis type of provincial American, this 
time an architect, tired and starved of spiritual sustenance, who sets out to seek re- 
generation in Europe. He goes to Italy, is charmed by the architecture and the way 
of living, is thrilled and slightly shocked by the ‘fast’ women he meets, and finally 
allies himself to a dependable woman from his home town. There are some pleasant 
descriptions and a few entertaining touches of malice. 
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HAPPY IS THE HOUSE. Winifred Mantle. Chatto & Windus, 9s.6d. 1 

256 pages. ma 
This is a ‘family’ novel which avoids preciousness, sentimentality. gad( dglipess. 
Young Richard Fereday, by deciding to marry Jenny Adderléy,.a Village girl, dis- 
turbs the inner relationships of his home. It is not that his sistess, yOung or old, object 
to the marriage, but merely that the idea has not previously entéted their self-contained 
community. Mr. Fereday, usually remote and academic, but\always umpredictable, 
unexpectedly accepts Jenny. The wedding is celebrated, and tovtine laps back over 
‘Feredays’. The slender story is told with delicate humour and subtle wit: the 
characterization has just that touch of extravagance which gives a\sustained liveliness 
to the always pleasing outlines. 


9 cm. 


THE COMPLETE SHORT STORIES OF W. SOMERSET 

MAUGHAM. Vol. 1. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 20-3 cm. $36 pages. 
In this, the first of three volumes which will contain the complete short stories of 
Mr. Somerset Maugham, the author has himself arranged the order of the stories for 
the reader’s convenience, alternating long with short and grouping together those 
which share the same locale. Mr. Maugham is an acknowledged master of his craft 
and this collection, which opens with the famous ‘Rain’, is an object lesson in the art 
of constructing a story, which the author has always maintained should have a 
‘beginning, a middle and an end’. He is essentially a realist, observing human nature 
with an eye that misses little, and recording it as he sees it, with a tolerant acceptance 
of its inconsistencies. 


THE KNOT OF VIPERS. Francois Mauriac. Translated from the French by 
Gerard Hopkins. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 11s.6d. 20-3 cm. 208 pages. (The Collected 
English Edition of the Novels of Francois Mauriac) 

Mr. Hopkins, in spite of an occasional artificiality of phrase, preserves remarkably well 

the tense, brooding quality of M. Mauriac’s prose. In this most horrifying and sombre 

study of human passions in their relation to the spiritual world, Mauriac employs with 
extreme skill the first person narrative to exhibit the soul of a bitter and avaricious 
husband and father who is yet nearer to the sense of God than his pious and orthodox 
family. It is the pitiless self-analysis of the sinner, isolated by his hatred, unconscious 
of his real vocation, which arouses pity in the reader and gives the measure of M. 
Mauriac’s art. 


THE HEART OF FAME. Giles Playfair. Longmans, Green, 12s.6d. 19 cm. 
448 pages. 

A novel about the English theatre between 1907 and 1935 and the career of a great 
actor who was, nevertheless, an actor against his will. Mr. Playfair writes of the stage 
from the inside as befits the son of Sit Nigel Playfair, so that the world of theatrical 
politics and intrigue is opened to us and this alone would make the book interesting. 
However, the main theme—that a simple man with great talent can be destroyed by 
the theatre—is genuinely tragic and convincingly handled and the result is an enter- 
taining and moving book. 


MR. BELUNCLE. V. S. Pritchett. Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. 20-5 cm. 304 pages. 
Mr. Pritchett is a master of the short story—and its technique pervades this long, 
and somewhat amorphous novel of lower middle class life in a London suburb, which 
is, nevertheless, spell-binding from start to finish. Mr. Beluncle, who dominates the 
scene, is a figure in the grand comic manner, slightly larger than life-size, a business 
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man with a genius for acquiring peculiar religions. He is a genial egotist, possessed by 
dreams of aggrandisement, something of a swindler, and wildly incompetent. The 
story of Beluncle is, indeed, a study in voluptuous ruin: he may destroy his business, 
the widow who is his partner, his employees, his wife, his sons; he may deceive no 
one but himself; but—one and all—he can magnetize them into love. Mr. Pritchett 
has handled the many characters and the innumerable scenes—most of them small 
dramas—with extreme brilliance and with his own completely original slant. 


JENKINS’ EAR. A Narrative attributed to Horace Walpole Esq. Odell and 
Willard Shepard. Macmillan, 15s. 20-3 cm. 488 pages. 

The case of Robert Jenkins, captain of a British merchantman, who claimed that the 
Spaniards had searched his vessel and cut off his ear, was finally and disreputably 
magnified into a slogan for war with Spain, which developed in 1740 into a European 
war. Jenkins’ Ear is thus treated as a symbol which, years afterwards, is seen to have 
governed the destinies of a dozen gentlemen, some partly, some entirely fictional, 
gathered together at Horace Walpole’s Twickenham villa. The narrative, which 
ranges from the West Indies to the chancellories of Europe, is excellently told in a 
Georgian prose style attributed to Walpole himself. 


SHORT STORIES FROM THE NEW YORKER. Gollancz, 15s. 22 cm. 
448 pages. Index. 

These sixty-eight tales have been chosen from those that appeared in The New Yorker 
from 1925 to 1940. Many of the best-known names in modern American fiction are 
represented here—Sherwood Anderson, James Thurber, John O’Hara, Kay Boyle, 
Erskine Caldwell, Sally Benson, Thomas Wolfe, and Dorothy Parker—together with 
a few English writers such as Christopher Isherwood and John Collier. The collection 
suffers somewhat from the uniformity imposed by the magazine’s specialized require- 
ments, but within those limits there is plenty of pungent observation, smart humour, 
and ingenuity of plot. 


THE SURVIVOR. Jules Supervielle. Translated from the French by John Russell. 
Secker & Warburg, 9s.6d. 19 cm. 135 pages. 

The story of the South American Colonel begun in The Colonel’s Children, is here 
continued. The Colonel was left swimming in the Atlantic, having tried to commit 
suicide by jumping overboard; in the new volume he is rescued and continues his 
journey to his native country. There he meets his relations, is again disturbed by love 
for the orphan girl Marcelle, travels to an estancia near Brazil. That is all, but in the 
hands of M. Supervielle it is much. This is an extraordinary and beautiful book—the 
story of a gentle creature’s attempt to feel at home in a world bursting with sin and 
sorrow. The translation does full justice to this noble book. 


Reprints 
HERMSPRONG or Man as He is Not. Robert Bage. Edited by Vaughan 
Wilkins. Turnstile Press, 10s.6d. 20-5 cm. 252 pages. 
Although Robert Bage (1728-1801) was described by Sir Walter Scott as a novelist 
of ‘talent and genius’ he is today almost totally forgotten. This reprint of his last book 
therefore does a service both to the memory of a writer notorious in his time as ‘a 
subversive fellow’ and to the modern reader, who is introduced to a book that is 
vigorous and entertaining. Hermsprong is a high-principled innocent who arrives in 
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England from the backwoods of America via revolutionary France: through him 
Bage castigates the snobberies, privileges and hypocrisies of eighteenth-century 
England and advocates sex equality and democracy. The book contains many fascinat- 
ing character studies. 


PLAGUED BY THE NIGHTINGALE. Kay Boyle. Lehmann, 6s. 18 cm. 
190 pages. (The Holiday Library) 

When it was first published in 1931 this sketch of a French middle-class family in the 
early part of the century was received with acclamation by a discriminating press. 
Since then the setting has become infinitely more remote from our normal way of 
life, but the gem-like episodes, some gay, some tragic, strung on a tenuous narrative 
of the marriage of Bridget and Nicholas, threatened by the fear of hereditary paralysis, 
has lost none of its charm and brilliance. 


UP THE COUNTRY. A Tale of the Early Australian Squattocracy. Brent of 
Bin Bin. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 14s.6d. 22-2 cm. 272 pages. 


A sympathetic picture of country life in southern New South Wales a century ago. 
The way in which free immigrants, Australian-born settlers and liberated convicts 
overcame the difficulties arising from isolation, harsh natural conditions, and un- 
scrupulousness or aloofness among their neighbours to found a great pastoral 
community makes a fascinating story. Up the Country was published in Edinburgh 
twenty-three years ago and now appears in its first Australian edition. 


THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE. Stephen Crane. Edited and introduced 

by John T. Winterich. Folio Society, 17s. 22-5 cm. 159 pages. 10 photographs. 
This new edition of a famous American novel, first published in 1895, has three claims 
to distinction: it reproduces the author’s manuscript complete, so that considerable 
passages [in square brackets] are printed here for the first time; it is illustrated by 
remarkable photographs taken on the battlefields of the American Civil War by 
Abraham Lincoln’s cameraman, Mathew B. Brady, and his staff; and it is beautifully 
produced. As a vivid, faithful study of a young recruit facing for the first time the 
reality of war, this novel has not yet been bettered. 


GREEN MANSIONS. A Romance of the Tropical Forest. W. H. Hudson. 
Dent, 8s.6d. 19°6 cm. 335 pages. Bibliography. (Uniform Edition) 

The fame of W. H. Hudson (1841-1922) as a naturalist has somewhat unfairly over- 
shadowed his merit as a writer of romances. Green Mansions (1904) is the sort of book 
that Rider Haggard might have written had he been a poet and not only an intelligent 
craftsman. Into this tale of a man’s love for a mysterious girl of the South American 
forest—the last survivor of a vanished race—Hudson poured much of his almost 
religious feeling for nature. It is a wonderful book, powerful not only in its portrayal 
of natural sights and sounds, but also of human cunning, grief, and beauty. 


THE TWELFTH HOUR. BIRD OF PARADISE. Ada Leverson. Chapman 
& Hall, 7s.6d. each. 19 cm. 309 : 314 pages. 

These are the final volumes in the series of novels by Ada Leverson recently repub- 

lished. The Twelfth Hour is about a charming girl, daughter of a peer, who goes to 

great lengths to marry her father’s secretary; Bird of Paradise tells of a marriage which, 

threatened by the reappearance of the wife’s former lover, recovers and continues 
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happily. However, as in the case of all her books, it is not the stories of these two that 
give them their appeal, but the grace of their prose, the wit of their dialogue, and the 
rich elegance of their period setting—the expansive, secure days of Edward VII. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
HENRY, THE GREEN ENGINE. The Rev. W. Awdry. Ward (Leicester), 
4s.6d. Obl. 10-7 cm. 64 pages. Coloured illustrations. (Railway Series, No. 6) 
Five tiny stories for children of four to six, retailing the adventures up and down the 
line of the engines with funny human faces that have appeared in previous books in 
this series. 


SUE’S CIRCUS HORSE. Judith M. Berrisford. University of London Press, 

6s.6d. 19 cm. 174 pages. Coloured frontispiece and drawings by Leslie Atkinson. 
Children from ten to thirteen who know about horses will be amused by the unpre- 
dictable antics of an ex-circus Arab horse—for Ballita, unbeknown to her young 
owner, remembers a lot of circus tricks and her exhibitionist character lands Sue and 
her family in many dilemmas. This original tale is told in a lively and agreeably 
naturalistic manner. 


THE FLAG FROM THE ISLES. William Croft Dickinson. Cape, 9s.6d. 
203 cm. 224 pages. 16 illustrations from drawings by Eric Tansley. 
Children of ten to thirteen will like this legendary tale of the Fairy Flag of the Mac- 
Leods of Dunvegan which brings victory to its bearer in battle. Donald and Jean, who 
by means of a magic circle step from the present into the period of King James IV of 
Scotland, become involved in a desperate plot by the King’s enemies to seize the Flag. 
How the children outwit them in the course of strange adventures on moor and 
mountain is told in an exciting story with an agreeable dash of magic. 


VERONICA AT THE WELLS. Lorna Hill. Evans Bros., 8s.6d. 20°7 cm. 

210 pages. Drawings by Eve M. S. Guthrie. 
Ballet being now as fashionable for children as it is for grown-ups, Miss Lorna Hill’s 
sequel to A Dream of Sadler's Wells will enchant not only youthful aspirants but nearly 
all schoolgirls. Here the heroine, achieving fame with rather misleading rapidity, gains 
a scholarship to the Sadler’s Wells Ballet School, and ends up dancing a chief role at 
Covent Garden. Though rather more detail and stress on the necessity for hard work 
would have given more truth to the picture, children will thoroughly enjoy this 
success story with its description of the famous English ballet school. Ages ten to 
fifteen. 


PRINCE CASPIAN. The Return to Narnia. C. S. Lewis. Bles, 10s.6d. 20°3 cm. 
195 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations by Pauline 
Baynes. Endpaper map. 

In this sequel to The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy 
revisit the magic kingdom where they were once Kings and Queens and are now a 
legend. Narnia, with its mixed population of humans, dwarfs, fauns and animals, is 
torn with internal strife, but the timely arrival of the children results in the restoration 
of the lawful heir, Caspian, to the throne. This adroitly handled mixture of adven- 
ture and fantasy will appeal most to those children (ages eight to ten) who have 
read the former book. 
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DOCTOR DOLITTLE AND THE GREEN CANARY. Written and 
illustrated by Hugh Lofting. Cape, 9s.6d. 20-3 cm. 286 pages. Coloured frontispiece 
and 51 illustrations. 

The many children who mourned the death of Hugh Lofting, most original and en- 
gaging of nursery writers, will be glad that an almost complete Dr. Dolittle story, 
with the usual delightful illustrations, survived him. It is now published with intro- 
ductory and concluding chapters by his sister-in-law. Readers of Dr. Dolittle’s Caravan 
will remember Pippinella, the green canary who was prima donna of the opera com- 
pany. Here, with the usual interruptions from Gub-Gub the pig, she relates the 
dramatic story of her life at home and abroad. Needless to say, Dr. Dolittle solves her 
problems. Ages six to ten. 


VICKY AND THE PENTIRES. Kathleen Mackenzie. Evans Bros., 8s.6d. 
20°3 cm. 240 pages. Drawings by Violet Morgan. 

Vicky Quinion and the Pentire family—characters in previous books by the same 
author—become involved in the activities of a gang of dog thieves. They undergo 
many exciting adventures, including a ghost hunt, a riding accident, being marooned 
in a rowing boat on a sandbank, and becoming the prisoners of the gang, whom they 
eventually outwit. There is much in the book to appeal to horse-lovers, but any girl 
of ten to fourteen should enjoy it. 


THE GAUNTLET. Ronald Welch. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 22-2 cm. 
248 pages. 9 illustrations by T. R. Freeman. 
The finding of a metal gauntlet carries a young boy back into the fourteenth century 
among his Norman ancestors occupying a castle in the Welsh mountains. He learns 
how people lived in those times, what they wore, what they ate, how they behaved. 
He becomes acquainted with archery, falconry and heraldry, spends a day or two at 
a great abbey being instructed in his letters, witnesses a joust, and plays a brave part 
in the defence of the castle when it is besieged by the Welsh, and it is here that he parts 
company with the past and returns to the present. Children of ten onwards will gain 
much interesting information from this skilful blend of fact and fiction, which the 
author has made both absorbing and exciting. 


Non-Fiction 
WE GO TO PARIS. Mary Dunn. Harrap, 8s.6d. 19 cm. 204 pages. 7 photo- 
graphs. 19 drawings in text. Endpaper plans. Index. 

A useful introduction to Paris for children in their teens who are making their first 
visit. In story form it records the reactions of an English girl who accompanies her 
parents to Paris and there makes friends with a boy of her own age who shows her the 
sights. Not only does it describe the city’s salient attractions and impart a little of its 
history, it also conveys something of its atmosphere and way of life. Although at 
times it savours of the guide book, it furnishes information in a pleasant fashion that 


should further the young reader’s appreciation of one of the most fascinating cities in 
the world. 


NORTHWARDS WITH NOMAD. Norman Ellison (Nomad of the 
B.B.C.). University of London Press, 8s.6d. 19°5 cm. 186 pages. 23 woodcut illus- 
trations by C. F. Tunnicliffe. 


Any intelligent boy or girl from eleven upwards will appreciate the company of 
Nomad, who not only knows the answers about birds and flowers, but does not flag 
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in giving them. The outlook is that of the intelligent naturalist, primarily interested 
in observation, but keenly alive to modern biological thought. An initial chapter on 
herons and a final one on wild geese enclose the main part of the book, which des- 
cribes a visit to the Cairngorm Mountains and to Mull in Scotland. Dialogue with a 
young inquiring mind is mixed with description and digression on topics such as the 
Spanish Armada, R. L. Stevenson and natural selection, so that the reader is led on to 
appreciate what it means to be a naturalist in the broadest sense. 


THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN IRELAND. Maisie Herring. Phoenix 

House, 8s.6d. 19 cm. 160 pages. 24 illustrations. Map. Index. (Young Traveller Series) 
This is an account of « holiday spent by three English children in Ireland, which com- 
ments, in a framework of plausible adventure, upon the history and present condition 
of the country and its peoples. In general well-informed, if a trifle didactic, it should 
appeal to children of the age group twelve to fourteen years. 


ANIMALS STRANGE AND RARE. Described and drawn by Richard 
Ogle. Bell, 12s.6d. 20-3 cm. 192 pages. 85 illustrations. Index. 

This book is woven of imaginary eye-witness descriptions of animals in all parts of 
the world and is addressed to children from ten upwards. So much ground is covered 
that parts inevitably degenerate into catalogues, but care has been taken to fit each 
group to a convincing description of its natural background and many of the excellent 
drawings are ‘set’ with equal care. A preliminary chapter concerns ‘key’ animals, 
such as Platypus and Peripatus, whose primitive features have helped us to understand 
the evolution of the main groups. After this the reader is taken round the continents 
and finally to the depths of the sea. Naturally most emphasis is on vertebrates, but 
attention is also paid to insects and other phyla. 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA. General Editors: Laura E. Salt 
and Robert Sinclair; Illustrations Editor: Helen Mary Petter. Volume VII. 
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE. Oxford University Press, 30s. 25-4 cm. 
507 pages. 8 colour plates. Illustrations and diagrams. 

The editors intend this as a basic book of reference for school libraries. It is suitable for 

children of approximately eleven and over, but will be found highly interesting to the 

adult reader. It explains a variety of subjects, as can be seen from the following headings 
taken at random: Advertising, Asbestos, Bank accounts, Bookbinding, Cabinet- 
making, Cold storage, Diamond industry, Dyes, Greengrocery, Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, Margarine, Medical supplies, Mining, Pedlars and Hawkers, Publishing, Rayon, 

Trade fairs, Wool industry. The articles are short and interesting, many of them giving 

historical notes as well as accounts of modern conditions and processes. The Encyclo- 

paedia is planned in twelve separate volumes, each dealing with a particular subject- 
group, and approximately one-third of the space is given up to illustrations. 


SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. James A. Williamson. Collins, 7s.6d. 18-4 cm. 160 
pages. 2 plates including portrait. (Brief Lives) 
The first volume in a new series which aims to present the story of a great man or 
woman in English or American history in a fashion attractive to young readers from 
twelve onwards while preserving a standard of historical scholarship and literary dis- 
tinction. Dr. Williamson is a foremost authority on Elizabethan maritime history and 
his books include Sir John Hawkins and The Age of Drake. Sir Francis Drake (1545-96) 
fought against the Spaniards in Panama and the Indies, sailed round the globe and led 
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the naval defenders of England to the defeat of the Armada; he made English sea- 
power great and feared, using it for aggressive ends before unthought of. This excel- 
lent miniature biography sums up his achievement with freshness, explaining also the 
kind of seaman he commanded and ships he sailed in. 


Miscellaneous 

EMPIRE YOUTH ANNUAL, 1952. Edited by R. Fawcett. Gawthorn, 15s. 
25°4 cm. 400 pages. Drawings, photographs, colour plates. 

The latest edition of this popular Annual contains good reading—fact, fiction, and 

verse—for boys and girls of all ages. Ranging from Alaska to New Zealand, its contri- 

butions add something to che interest and knowledge of territories of the Common- 


wealth. A special feature, British West Africa, deals at some length with these four 
colonies, and carries excellent illustrations. 


THE PONY CLUB ANNUAL, 1952. Naldrett Press for The British Horse 
Society, 10s.6d. 22-8 cm. 160 pages. 41 illustrations. Drawings in text. 

This well produced book is an entertaining miscellany containing articles of an instruc- 

tional nature on riding as well as stories and other features about ponies and horses. Of 


interest to all horse lovers, it should appeal particularly to young people between the 
ages of eight and eighteen. 
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Somerville, A. 
Songs of Delius 
Speech Trainin 
Stanbury, } 4 
Stark, F. 
(Student’s Music Library) 
Study in St. Mark 

Study of the Voussotr Arch 
Sue’s Circus Horse 

Sultan of Morocco 
Supervielle, J. 

Surviver, The 
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Taubman, H. 

(Technical Trends) 

Technique of Advocacy 
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Up the Country 
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Vicky and the Pentires 
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Vinogradoff, Sir P. 

Voice, 


Wall, B. 

Watmough, D. 

Watson, Sir J. A. S. 

We Go to Paris 
Weatherhead, L. D. 

Welch, R. 

Went, D. 

Westbury, E. T. 
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Williams, H. 

Williamson, A. 

Williamson, J. A. 
Williamson, J. W. 

Wilson, A. E. 

Woodhouse, F. 

Work and Welfare in Australia 
World of Gilbert and Sullivan 
World So Wide 
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Yarnell, J 
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THE SEAGULL 

Produced by Stanislavski 
This book is devoted entirely to the historic production of Chekov’s play The Seagull 
by the Moscow Art Theatre. In addition to a new translation of the play, it contains 
Stanislavski’s production notes, including the most detailed stage directions, settings for 
each of the four acts of the play, and charts for the more important scenes in the four acts. 
Demy 8vo Illustrated 215 net 


COMPOSING FOR THE FILMS 
by Hanns Eisler 
The first part of the book outlines the dramatic requirements of film music and 
suggests how they can be met. This is followed by a theoretical discussion of the 
function of film music and the aesthetic issues with which the composer must cope. 
The last part deals with practical problems. Demy 8vo 125 6d net 


THE PLAYING OF CHAMBER MUSIC 
by George Stratton and Alan Frank 
The larger part of this book is in the form of an analysis—written from the performer’s 
point of view—of three well-known quartets, representative of three important 
periods of chamber music, which together contain practically every problem that 
the performer of chamber music is likely to encounter. Crown 8vo 6s net 


12 Park Place . St James's . London SW1 




















A History of 
The League of Nations 


by F. P. WALTERS TWO VOLUMES 60s. net 


(Published under the auspices of the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs) 


Mr. Walters was closely connected with the League 
throughout its existence. He was junior member of the 
League of Nations Section of the British Delegation to 
the Peace Conference of 1919, and finally became the 
senior British official in the League Secretariat. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 












































SCULPTURE IN ENGLAND: 
Mediaeval 


and 


Renaissance to Early XIXth Century 
By H. D. MOLESWORTH 


These two beautiful books reproduce sculptured forms, sometimes entire, some- 
times in detail, which span the history of English art from the Romanesque 
period to the early Nineteenth Century. 

A few of the figures and objects are familiar, but the greater part will come 
with a shock of delight and surprise. In some cases they are part of the embellish- 
ment of little-known buildings, and the sculptures themselves are often hidden 
from the casual eye. 


The size of the books is Demy 4to (11” x 8}”) and each contains fifty-six plates. 


Price 7s. 6d. net each 


Published for the British Council by 


LONGMANS, GREEN & CO. LTD. 
6 & 7 CLIFFORD STREET, LONDON, W.x 








One of the most interesting novelists 
now writing in English ie on 


This was P. H. Newby’s description of Ivy Comptron-BuRNETT in his 
recent book The Novel 1945-1950 (Longmans, 2s. 6d. net) and this unique 
writer forms the subject of a recent Supplement to BritisH Book News. 


Ivy Compton-BurRNeEtTT (which was published last November at 1s. 6d. 
net) is an appreciation by the well-known novelist Pamela Hansford 
Johnson, who gives a satisfying account of Miss Compton-Burnett’s 
development as a story-teller, and shows, by a series of cleverly chosen 
quotations, her mastery, her importance, and the increasing respect her 
work has been accorded by the most responsible critics. It contains the 
usual portrait frontispiece and a select bibliography. 


Orders may be placed with any bookseller, and a prospectus giving full 
details of the titles in this series may be obtained from booksellers or 
direct from Tue British Covuncit, Publications Department, 
65 Davies Street, London, W.1. 


Published by 


LONGMANS, GREEN & CO., LTD. 
6 & 7 CLIFFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 
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Parliament: A Survey 


Edited by LORD CAMPION. This book is designed to build up 
a picture of Parliamentary Government today, and to show Parlia- 
ment as the result of historical, political and social forces. 

About 21s. net 


Problems of Nationalised 
Industries 


Edited by W. A. ROBSON. These essays combine a symposium by 
a carefully selected team of writers who have concentrated on par- 
ticular aspects of the subject, with the synoptic view of the editor, 
who is Professor of Public Administration at the London School 
of Economics. About 15s. net 





Stalin’s Satellites in Europe 


Y. GLUCKSTEIN gives a critical study of the economic and 
political changes that have taken place in Eastern Europe since the 
Second World War. About 18s. net 


Oscar Wilde: A Present Time 
Appraisal 


ST. JOHN ERVINE. Apt to arouse extreme sentiments in his 
fellow men, Wilde has been reviled on one side and idolised on the 
other. In this book Mr. Ervine judges Wilde not as a subject for 
pity or reproach, but as a writer and dramatist. 18s. net 


The Faith and Practice of 
Al-Ghazali 


BY THE REV. W. MONTGOMERY WATT. In addition 
to the autobiography of the great Muslim theologian, Al-Ghazali, 
the book contains a translation of his ideal view of the religious 
man’s life. About 8s. 6d. net 


The Story of Language 


MARIO A. PEI, author of The World’s Chief Languages. Here 
is a book, quite free of the odour of the school-room, which tells 
the story of language fully, and with humour and common sense. 

About 21s. net 
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